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Nova  Scotia  Schools 


Many  questions  of  national  importance  confront  the  people  of 
Canada  to-day.  One  of  these  is  the  Public  School.  Any  individual 
of  average  intelligence,  who  has  given  serious  thought  to  thfe 
educational  situation  in  the  yarious  provinces  of  Canada,  must 
realize  the  need  of  aggressive  action  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
of  this  Dominion,  to  safeguard  this  great  national  heritage,  the 
Public  School,  permitting  no  encroachments,  but  protecting  it, 
and  Jianding  it  down  to  future  generations  as  the  most  valuable 
asset  possible.  As  citizens,  everything*  that  affects  this  system 
should  concern  us,  and  as  Christian  patriots,  every  curtailment 
of  our  li'berties  must  be  resisted  to  the  utmost. 

My  O'^ject  in  writing  this  article  is  not  to  arouse  religious  preju- 
dice against  any  church  or  class  of  citizens.  Fraternity,  peace 
and  good  will  sl^uld  animate  all  our  relations  toward  our  fellow 
men,  either  in  "e  church  or  state.  But  religious  prejudice  is 
the  offspring  of  thoughtlessness  and  ignorance.  When  truth  de- 
mands that  we  should  take  a  strongly  antagonistic  attitude  to- 
ward any  evif  or  menace,  that  attitude  cannot  be  spoken  of  as 
the  rfcscilt  of  prejudice.  I  purpose  rather  to  diminish  prejudice  by 
increasing  intelligence.  I  would  throw  light  on  the  methods  of 
Rome  in  regard  to  her  encroachments  upon  our  Public  Schools. 
I  would  cause  those  who  now  are  ignorantly  prejudiced  to  become 
intelligently  opposed,  and  so  would  dissipate  rather  than  create 
ignorant  antagonism.  The  individual,  or  .  nation,  or  government 
that  is  not  ready  to  contend  for  its  liberties  hardly  deserves  them, 
and  will  surely  lose  them. 

The  words  of  Rev.  Murdock  McKinnion  are  very  much  to  the 
point  in  this  connection.  Speaking  on  the  school  question  in 
Saskatchewan,  he  said,  "It  should  be  the  business  of  a  govern- 
ment to  unite,  rather  than  to  separate,  and  to  foster  and  strengthen 
the  institutions  that  unite,  rather  than  to  weaken  them.  The  task 
of  every  government  should  be  to  make  out  of  the  diverse  ele- 
ments of  our  population  a  strong  and  united  people.  There  are 
differences  of  race  and  creed  to  be  overcome,  differences  of  na- 
tionality and  environment  to  be  surmounted,  differences  of  cus- 
toms and  ideals  to  be  transcended  in  one  strong,  noble  type'  of 
citizenship.  For  this  national  enterprise  the  greatest  and  most 
effective  agency  in  realizing  this  union  and  in  'promoting  this 
amalgamation,  is  the  Public  School.  There  the  son  of  the  English 
mechanic,  and  the  Scotch  professor,  sit  side  ^by  side  with  the  son 
of  the  French  physician  or  the  Ruthenian  artisan.  There  is  where 
boys  and  girls  learn  to  understand  and  appreciate  one  another, 
and  through  them  their  parents  will  come  to  minimize  their, 
differences.  When  children  come  under  the  spell  of  a  common 
national  ideal,  they  are  not  apt  to  misunderstand  one  another 
in  later  life. 

THE  GREATEST  ENEMY  TO  UNITY 

IS  THE  SEPARATE  SCHOOL. 

"Now,  the  greatest  enemy  to  this  unifying  movement  is  the  Sep- 
arate School,  where  the  differences  are  accentuated  and  the  dis- 


tinctions  Intensified,  and  where  the  barriers  are  perpetuated.  It 

runs  the  sharp  line  of  religious  cleavage  through  the  community, 
and  at  the  most  plastic  and  formative  period  of  life,  prejudices 
the  mind  of  the  child,  and  before  he  has  come  to  face  life's  bur- 
dens at  all. 

"We  protest  against  this  disintegrating  and  disconcerting  legis- 
lation. At  the  rate  we  are  going,  we  may  find  ourselves  one  day 
without  a  Public  School  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term.  A  few 
more  'explanatory  amendments,'  and  the  trick  is  done.  There  is, 
as  everybody  knows,  a  Dominion-wide  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  to  attain  this  goal.  We  do  not  blame  them. 
They  are  quite  frank  about  their  designs.  They  have  a  right  to 
their  own  religious  opinions.  But  we  do  blame  and  condemn  those 
who  lend  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  this  end." 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  discuss  school  conditions  in  provinces 
where  Separate  Schools  exist  by  law,  even  though  it  would  be  an 
interesting  subject,  as  one  could  show,  by  reference  to  Saskatche- 
wan referred  to  above,  and  Alberta,  for  example,  that  not  only 
do  Separate  Schools  exist  by  law,  (and  we  all  know  the  story  of 
the  Autonomy  Bill)  but  that  thousands  of  dollars  of  Protestant 
money  goes  to  the  support  of  these  schools,  through  the  clever 
work  of  the  Roman  machine  by  railroading  through  the  legislature 
such  abominable  legislation  as  the  "Explanatory  Amendments" 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  McKinnon,  and  which  work  in  practically  the 
same  way  as  the  Neutral  Panel  in  Quebec,  where  a  million  dollars 
of  Protestant  money  goes  to  the  support  of  Roman  Catholic  schools 
every  year.  (See  Tragedy  of  Quebec,  by  Robert  Sellar).  But 
rather  is  it  my  intention  to  discuss  conditions  in  the  Province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  where  Separate  Schools  do  not  exist  by  law,  but  do 
exist,  nevertheless,  in  violation  of  law.  In  doing  this,  I  shall  first 
quote  passages  from  the  School  Manual  of  1911,  in  order  that  we 
might  see  exactly  what  the  law  is.  Secondly,  I  shall  show  how 
this  law  is  violated  by  reference  to  certain  towns  and  cities  in 
the  province.  Thirdly,  I  shall  give  approximately  the  amount  of 
pu'blic  money  paid  for  sectarian  purposes.  Fourthly,  the  attitude 
of  the  Government  in  regard  to  existing  conditions,  and,  lastly,  the 
remedy. 

THE  EXCELLENT  NON-SECTARIAN 

SCHOOL  LAW  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  school  law  of  Nova  Scotia  is  excellent.  It  provides  for  a 
free,  compulsory,  non-sectarian  Public  School  education  for  every 
boy  and  girl  in  the  Province,  between  the  ages  of  6  and  16.  Under 
the  heading,  "Duties  of  Inspectors,"  the  School  Law,  page  46, 
reads,  "To  aid  the  Superintendent  in  carrying  out  a  uniform 
system  of  education,  and  generally  in  giving  effect  to  this  Act 
and  the  regulations  of  the  Council."  Again,  under  "Duties  of 
Teachers,"  we  read,  "To  inculcate  by  precept  and  example  a  re- 
spect for  religion  and  the  principle  of  Christian  morality  and  for 
truth,  justice,  love  of  country,  loyalty,  humanity,  benevolence, 
sobriety,  industry,  frugality,  chastity,  temiperance  and  other 
virtues." 

Again,  under  heading  "Comments  and  Regulations,"  page  104, 
we  read,  "A  relation  being  established  between  the  trustees  and 
the  teacher,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  former,  on  behalf  of  the 
people,  to  see  that  the  scholars  are  making  sure  (progress;  that 
there  is  life  in  the  school  both  intellectual  and  moral — in  short 
that  the  great  ends  sought  by  the  education  of  the  young  are  being 
realized  in  the  section  over  which  they  preside.  All  may  not 
be  able  to  form  a  nice  judgment  upon  its  intellectual  aspect,  but 
non-e  can  fail  to  estimate  correctly  its  social  and  moral  tone. 
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While  the  law  does  not  sanction  the  teaching  in  our  Public  Schools 
of  the  peculiar  views  which  characterize  the  different  denomina- 
tions of  Christians,  it  does  instruct  the  teacher  to  inculcate  by 
precept  and  example,  a  respect  for  religion  and  the  principles  of 
Christian  morality.'  To  the  trustees  the  people  must  look  to  see 
their  desires  in  this  respect  so  far  as  is  consonant  with  the  spirit 
of  the  law,  carried  into  effect  t)y  the  teacher." 

Continuing  on  page  105,  section  28,  we  read: 

"Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  the  Council  that  trustees 
of  Public  Schools  have  in  certain  cases  required  pupils,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  school  privileges,  to  be  present  during,,  devotional 
exercises  not  approved  by  the  parents;  and  whereas  such  (pro- 
ceeding is  contrary  to  the  principle  of  the  school  law,  th^  follow- 
ing regulation  is  made  for  the  direction  of  trustees,  the  better  to 
ensure  the  carrying  out  of  the  spirit  of  the  law  in  this  behalf; 

"It  is  ordered,  that  in  case  where  the  parents  or  guardians  of 
children  in  actual  attendance  on  any  Public  School  or  department, 
signify,  in  writing,  to  the  trustees,  their  conscientious  objection  to 
any  portion  of  such  devotional  exercises  as  may  be  conducted 
therein  under  the  sanction  of  the  trustees,  such  devotional  exer- 
cises shall  either  be  so  modified  as  not  to  offend  the  religious  feel- 
ing of  those  so  objecting,  or  shall  be  held  immediately  after  the 
time  fixed  for  the  close  of  the  daily  work  of  the  school;  and  no 
children,  whose  parents  or  guardians  signify  conscientious  objec- 
tions thereto  shall  be  required  to  be  present  during  such  devo- 
tional exercises." 

THE  LAW  OPENLY  TRANSGRESSED 

IN  MANY  PARTS  OP  THE  PROVINCE. 

From,  these  statements  it  is  easily  seen  that  the  intention  of  the 
law  was  that  education  was  to  be  non-denominational,  but  not 
Irreligious — a  purely  non-sectarian  Public  School  system.  Nothing 
whatever  is  said  about  Separate  Schools — they  are  called  Public 
Schools.  We  shall  see  that  this  principle  is  openly  transgressed 
in  various  part  of  the  Province. 

The  school  law  distinctly  deals  with  the  question  of  "School 
Buildings"  in  the  following  words  (page  105,  section  29) :  "1. 
School  trustees  have  power  to  rent  temporary  school  rooms  when 
there  is  not  sufficient  accommodation  in  the  Public  School  rooms; 
but  they  cannot  use  for  Public  Schools,  rooms  which  are  not,  for 
the  time,  completely  under  their  control  for  school  purposes,  so 
that  they  can  be  held  responsible  for  the  character  of  the  accom- 
modation, which  must  be  in  accordance  with  law. 

"2.  School  trustees  cannot  vacate  a  Public  School  room  for  any 
other  room,  except  in  order  to  have  it  repaired,  providing  it  should 
be  deemed  capable  of  repair;  or  for  some  sufficient  reason  affecting 
the  school  section  as  a  whole,  such  as  to  secure  better  grading, 
but  not  to  suit  the  desires  of  individual  parties  or  sects." 

The  law  thus  speaks  with  no  uncertain  sound,  in  regard  to  the 
renting  of  school  buildings  or  rooms.  We  shall  see  the  practical 
working  of  this  law  in  several  towns  of  the  Province. 

Except  in  incorporated  towns,  every  school  section  shall  have 
a  board  of  trustees,  whose  powers  and  duties  are  defined.  In  in- 
corporated towns,  the  control  and  management  of  the  Public 
School  shall  be  vested  in  a  Board  of  Commissioneers,  two  of  whom 
are  appointed  by  the  GovernorHin-Council,  to  act  with  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  town  council.  This  Board  "shall  have  exclusive 
control  and  management  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  town,  and 
shall  have  the  management  and  control  of  the  school  buildings, 
including  the  maintenance  and  repair  thereof.  They  shall  appoint 


4 


and  dismiss  teachers  in  such  schools,  and  employees  in  or  about 
such  buildings,  and  shall  regulate  courses  of  study  and  shall  make 
all  necessary  regulations  for  the  maintenance  and  government  of 
such  schools."    (Page  81,  section  35.) 

It  will  thus  readily  he  seen  that  great  responsibility  devolves 
upon  the  School  Commissioners.  They  are  responsible  for  any 
infringements  upon  the  law.  Hence  the  necessity  of  a  wise  selec- 
tion of  men;  men  of  principle;  men  of  integrity;  men  of  honor, 
who  will  not  swerve  from  the  path  of  duty.  Herein  lies  the  cause 
of  much  of  the  trouble  in  Nova  Scotia  to-day. 

SEGREGATION  OF  THE  CHILDREN 

.  IS  NOT  PERMITTED  BY  THE  LAW. 

The  question  of  school  holidays  is  dealt  with  on  page  106,  sec- 
tions 128-30,  as  follows:  "Where  for  any  cause  the  trustees  of  a 
school  shall  deem  it  desirable  that  any  teaching  day  shall  be  given 
as  a  holiday,  the  school  or  schools  may  be  kept  in  session  on  the 
Saturday  of  the  week  in  which  such  holiday  has  been  given,  and 
such  Saturday  shall  be  held  to  be  in  all  respects  a  legal  teaching 
day."  It  continues,  "No  Public  School  shall  he  kept  in  session 
under  any  regulation  on  two  consecutive  Saturdays,  nor  for  more 
than  five  Saturdays  in  any  quarter,  nor  for  more  than  five  days 
per  week  on  the  average,  (vacations  not  "being  counted)  between 
the  opening  and  closing  of  the  teacher's  service  in  the  school." 

On  page  9  will  he  found  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Education.  Only  one  need  be  mentioned.  "To  enforce  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Council." 

He,  like  the  Commissioners,  has  a  position  of  grave  responsi- 
bility, having  "general  supervision  over  and  direction  of  the  Inspec- 
tors, the  Normal  College,  Model  Schools,  County  Academies,  High 
and  Common  Schools,  and  other  educational  institutions  receiving 
aid  from  the  Province."  More  is  expected  of  him  in  regard  to  law 
enforcement.  We  shall  see  how  he  has  filled  this  arduous  position, 
and  his  views  in  regard  to  existing  conditions. 

Prom  the  extracts  of  School  Manual  quoted  thus  far,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Puhlic  School  Act  contemplates  and  recognizes  only 
common  schools,  i.e.,  schools  common  to  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity—for the  education  in  common  of  the  children  of  the 
Province,  who  have  to  mingle  together  in  the  common  pursuits  of 
life,  under  the  same  laws.  The  segregation  of  the  children  of  any 
race  or  religion  is  out  of  harmony  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of 
the  law.  The  Province  recognizes  the  equality  of  citizenship,  and 
refuses  (in  theory)  to  recognize  classes  or  creeds  or  races,  or  to 
mark  them  out  for  special  treatment  or  privilege  along  any  lines 
whatsoever.  The  principle  embodied  is  that  the  schools  shall  be 
common  in  just  the  same  sense  that  all  the  laws  are  common,  so 
that  the  experience  of  families  and  children  under  them  shall  be 
an  experience  of  the  great  democratic  rule  of  majorities.  The 
common  school  is,  in  fact,  an  integral  part  of  the  civil  order.  It 
is  no  charitable  institution,  erected  outside  of  the  state,  but  is 
itself  part  of  the  pul^lic  law  as  truly  as  the  legislatures  and  judicial 
courts.  The  school  houses  are  public  property,  the  Commissioners 
are  civil  officers,  the  teachers  are  as  truly  functionaries  of  the  law 
as  the  constables,  jailors  and  magistrates.  The  only  exception  in 
the  eyes  of  the  law  is  the  Indians,  always  treated  as  the  children 
or  wards  of  the  Province. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church,  on  the  contrary,  demands  unjust 
discrimination  in  her  favor.  She  demands  official  recognition  for 
her  members,  on  religious  grounds,  and  when  she  has  once  won 
a  position,  claims  a  vested  right  in  it.   As  a  Church,  she  demands 
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representation  on  boards,  commissions  and  councils,  and  her 
corporate  vote,  the  tool  of  the  priesthood,  is  used  to  back  up  her 
demands  to  elect  either  those  of  her  own  faith,  or  if  that  be  not 
deemed  prudent  at  the  tiiiie,  unscrupulous  Protestants,  who  will 
give  her  what  she  wants. 

THE  SCHOOL  LAW  IS  VIOLATED 

IN  THE  INTEREST  OP  ROMANISM. 

Knowing  what  the  law  actually  states,  we  shall  now  proceed  to 
show,  by  concrete  examples,  that  Separate  Schools  practically 
exist  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  that  thousands  of  dollars  of  public  money 
are  annually  given  to  the  support  of  sectarian  schools — Roman 
Catholic  schools — and  spoken  of  as  "Convent  Schools"  in  several 
towns,  while  this  Church  has  no  more  right  to  use  this  money 
in  this  way  than  it  has  to  use  it  for  the  support  af  her  priests  or 
the  current  expenses  of  her  parishes. 

(1)  SYDNEY  MINES,  In  this  town  approximately  a  third  of  the 
people  are  Roman  Catholics.  Some  time  ago,  before  a  Separate 
School  building  was  in  existence,  Roman  Catholics  approached  the 
Council  and  asked  that  they  be  allowed  a  building  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  their  own  children.  The  Council  objected.  A  year 
passed.  Then  semi-private  meetings  of  the  Council  were  held,  at 
the  instigation  of  Roman  Catholic  meml^ers  and  others.  At  one 
of  these  meetings  a  motion  was  passed  to  rent  a  Roman  Catholic 
building.  The  Protestants  were  up  in  arms.  They  decided  to  have 
a  Public  School,  or  no  school  at  all.  There  was  to  be  no  special 
privileges.  They  would  carry  out  the  school  law.  Some  time 
elapsed.  Then  a  public  meeting  was  held,  at  which  were  three 
Protestant  clergymen,  with  apparently  no  'backbone,  as  one  priest 
pulled  the  wool  over  their  eyes,  and  the  eyes  of  others  present, 
and  an  agreement  was  entered  into — the  famous  "Working  Ar- 
rangement" spoken  of  by  Father  Morris,  and  which  exists  also  in 
Prince  Edward  Island  and  New  Brunswick.  For  the  sake  of  those 
who  may  not  know  what  this  arrangement  is,  I  might  quote  Father 
Morris:  ''There  did  not  exist,  by  law,  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
any  system  of  Separate  or  dissentient  schools  when  that  Province 
entered  Confederation,  and  the  Catholics  were  much  harassed  by 
arbitrary  (?)  legislation  for  some  years  afterwards.  They  have 
now,  however,  a  working  arrangement  with  the  Public  School 
boards.  There  is  no  Separate  Schools,  but  Catholic  Children  are 
taught  in  Catholic  Schools  by  Catholic  teachers,  and  the  Public 
School  boards  pay  the  rental  and  the  teachers  out  of  the  general 
fund."  Substitute  "Nova  Scotia"  for  Prince  Edward  Island  and  we 
have  the  situation  exactly  as  it  is  to-day. 

So  an  arrangement  was  made  whereby  they  were  to  have  their 
own  school.  The  sharp  line  of  religious  cleavage  ran  through  the 
community — a  dividing  line  made  an  opportunity  for  trouble  in 
days  to  come.  And  the  onus  of  the  trouble,  let  us  observe,  rests 
with  the  Church  of  Rome,  not  with  the  Pu'blic  School  supporters. 
The  priest  was  to  suggest  appointments  for  the  Roman  Catholic 
School,  and  the  Protestant  clergy  for  the  Public  School,  the  School 
Board  to  make  appointments  if  no  objections  were  made. 

TWELVE  SCHOOL  ROOMS  RENTED 

FROM  THE  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

This  plan  still  exists.  Twelve  rooms  are  now  rented  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  at  $405  per  year.  The  town  owns  four 
Public  School  buildings.  There  are  19  Protestant  teachers,  and 
13  Roman  Catholic Heachers,  many  of  them  sisters  of  a  religious 
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order,  and  wearing  their  religious  garb.  The  local  priest  practic- 
ally controls  this  Roman  Catholic  School,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  Roman  Catechism  is  taught,  and  religious  exercises 
peculiar  to  this  Church  used  during  school  hours,  as  on  one  oc- 
casion, when  one  of  the  Board  visited  the  school,  he  observed  a 
child  hastily  hiding  beads  and  a  crucifix.  To  give  an  idea  how 
vital  is  the  connection  between  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and 
this  so-called  Public  School,  it  might  be  mentioned  that  on  one 
occasion  a  14-year-old  boy  was  knocked  senseless  to  the  floor  by 
Father  McKeown,  because  this  lad  did  not  answer  the  good  Father 
satisfactorily.  All  honor  and  credit  to  the  Board,  which  had  hack- 
bone  enough  to  censure  said  priest,  and  gave  him  thoroughly  to 
understand  that  he  had  exceeded  his  power,  and  that  such  inter- 
ference would  not  be  tolerated.    There  has  been  no  trouble  since. 

Holy  days  are  observed,  but  the  time  is  made  up  by  teaching  on 
■Saturdays,  although  there  is  some  doubt  as  to  permission  being 
obtained  from  trustees,  in  accordance  with  regulation  128,  page 
160.  It  is  also  understood  that  Roman  Church  history  is  taught 
in  this  school  at  Sydney  Mines. 

(2)  NORTH.  SYDNEY.  The  working  arrangement  is  working  well 
here.  Even  some  sleepy  Protestants  in  this  town,  which  contains 
about  34%  Roman  Catholics,  think  everything  is  "going  along 
nicely."  There  are  two  schools  in  North  Sydney,  s'poken  of  as  "The 
Lower  School"  and  "The  Upper  School."  In  the  Lower  School  are 
eight  teachers,  all  Roman  Catholic,  six  of  whom  are  dressed  in 
religious  garb.  The  school  building  is  owned  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  rented  to  the  School  Board  at  a  rental  of 
$750  per  year  for  the  new  school.  There  are  two  schools  here — 
four  rooms  in  each.  The  old  school  building  rents  for  $200  per 
year,  thus  making  a  total  of  $950  for  rent,  not  considering  fuel 
and  janitor.  It  is  estimated  that  the  new  school  brings  the  Church 
10%  interest  on  the  investment.  This  makes  it  a  good  business 
transaction,  in  addition  to  the  several  other  ^obvious  advantages 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  priest  recommends  teachers 
for  Lower  School,  as  at  Sydney  Mines,  and  the  Board  concurs  in 
the  recommendation  of  the  parish  priest. 

The  Upper  School  has  12  teachers — 10  Protestants  and  two 
Roman  Catholic.  Let  it  be  noticed  that  in  the  Lower  School  no 
Protestants  are  ever  engaged,  while  in  the  Upper  School  Roman 
Catholics  are  engaged.  No  distinction  is  made  in  the  Upper 
School.  The  rule  does  not  work  both  ways — rather  one-sided,  like 
the  proverbial  handle  on  the  jug.  In  North  Sydney  the  Govern- 
ment always  appoints  as  one  of  .ts  Commissioners,  a  Roman 
Catholic,  the  other,  of  course,  a  Protestant.  •  So  also  the  Council. 
So  that  at  present,  the  t.chool  Commissioners  of  North  Sydney 
consist  of  two  Roman  Catholics  and  three  Protestants,  as  the 
Mayor  (a  Baptist)  is  a  Protestant,  and  he  is  chairman,  and  as 
such  has  a  casting  vote.  We  shall  see  how  the  "casting  vote" 
works  when  we  refer  to  Sydney. 

On  15th  July,  19^  i,  the  School  Board  decided  to  call  a  meeting 
to  ascertain  the  public  feeling  in  regard  to  erecting  a  new  school 
building  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  as  more  school  accommodation 
was  urgently  needed.  The  amount  to  be  raised  was  $20,000.  It 
is  worthy  of  note  that  a  month  previously  only  13  ratepayers  were 
present  to  authorize  the  borrowing  of  $12,000  for  street  purposes, 
at  this  meeting  on  the  15th,  Roman  Catholics  came  out  in  force. 
The  Protestants,  noticing  this,  "got  busy,"  with  the  result  that 
the  vote  was  one  in  favor  of  erecting  a  new  public  school  in  the 
centre  of  the  town.  A  second  meeting  was  held  in  August,  and 
the  authority  to  raise  $20,000  was  given  by  a  large  majority.  It 
was  the  largest  meeting  ever  held  in  North  Sydney.  The  build- 
ing is  not  yet  erected,  owing  largely  to  money  stringency.  There 
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will  likely  be  some  change  in  the  educational  situation  in  North 
Sydney  before  many  years. 

(3)  NEW  WATERFORD.  This  colliery  town  of  about  8,000  is 
practically  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Dominion  Coal  Company, 
which  although  a  Protestant  corporation,  is  controlled  largely  by 
Roman  Catholic  officials.  Probably  90%  of  the  property  in  the 
town  is  owned  by  the  Coal  Company,  including  a  corporation  ho- 
tel and  stores.  This  Protestant  company  is,  therefore,  the  largest 
taxpayer  in  the  town,  but  about  80%  of  the  population  are  Roman 
Catholic,  and  this  is  readily  seen  by  anyone  who  should  spend  a 
day  or  two  there.  Two  magnificent  Roman  Public  Schools,  situ- 
ated adjacent  to  the  two  churches,  have  crosses  on  them,  at  once 
indicating  sectarian  insitutions..  Go  into  the  reception  rooms,  and 
there  again  you  see  emblems  denoting  sectarianism.  Enter  the 
school  rooms,  and  every  teacher  will  be  found  teaching  in  re- 
ligious garb.  Make  inquiries,  and  you  will  find  that  Mt.  Carmel 
has  10  departments,  with  an  enrolment  of  459,  and  that  St.  Agnes 
has  seven  departments,  with  an  enrolment  of  about  390.  You  will 
also  find  that  these  buildings  are  rented  from  the  Church  by  the 
School  Board,  and  that  the  fuel  bill  and  janitor  are  paid  from  the 
public  treasury.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Catechism  is  taught 
during  school  hours,  for  the  following  reason.  Cases  are  known 
where  Protestant  children  attendei  this  school,  (Mt.  Carmel)  and 
coming  home,  recited  Roman  prayers,  sang  Latin  hymns,  etc.,  and 
in  one  case  a  little  girl  crossed  herself  before  eating  her  meals. 
Needless  to  state,  these  children  now  attend  the  REAL  Public 
School.  What  person  with  the  least  atom  of  common  sense  would 
say  that  Separate  or  sectarian  schools  do  not  practically  exist  in 
New  Waterford?  What  person  would  dare  say  that  the  school 
law  in  regard  to  renting  of  buildings  or  rooms  for  school  purposes, 
referred  to  above,  is  not  deliberately  violated  in  renting  these  Ro- 
man Catholic  buildings  permanently?  And  would  anyone  think  for 
a  minute  that  if  objections  were  made  in  accordance  with  extract 
four,  school  law,  above,  that  conditions  would  change  at  Mount 
Carmel?  Not  much.  Rome  controls  New  Waterford  absolutely, 
and  help  to  the  Protestant  people  and  to  the  enforcement  of  the 
law  must  come  from  without.    It  is  the  only  remedy. 

ROMANIST  TEACHERS  GET  SPECIAL 

PRIVILEGES  ON  THE  TEACHING  STAFF. 

What  about  the  Public  School  proper  in  New  Waterford?  You 
will  find  two  little  insignificant  buildings,  consisting  of  eight  de- 
partments, with  enrolment  of  355 — four  departments  in  each  build- 
ing— heated  in  the  primitive  fashion  of  bygone  days.  Out  of  the 
eight  teachers  you  will  find  two  Roman  Catholic.  Again,  as  at 
North  Sydney,  no  Protestant  teachers  teach  in  the  Roman  Public 
Schools,  but  Roman  Catholic  teachers  teach  in  the  real  Public 
School. 

Then  again,  Instead  of  one  High  School,  there  are  three  High 
Schools  in  New  Waterford — one  room  In  St.  Agnes,  one  in  Mount 
Carmel,  and  one  at  the  Public  School.  Why  not  one  High  School 
in  New  Waterford. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  know  how  these  conditions  came 
about.  It  is  very  interesting  history,  and  should  be  generally 
known,  because  it  shows  Rome's  tactics  to  control  the  Public 
Schools  of  Nova  Scotia.  You  will  find  the  same  history  in  several 
towns  in  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island. 

During  the  school  year  of  1912-13  the  Public  School  accommo- 
dation was  altogether  inadequate.  This  was  so  self  evident,  and 
the  necessity  was  everywhere  so  keenly  felt,  that  Roman  Catholic 
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and  Protestant  alike  were  in  favor  of  increased  school  accommo- 
dation. At  that  time  a  four-rojm  Public  School  building,  owned 
by  the  school  section,  a  four-room  Convent  School,  the  vestry  of 
the  Roman  Church,  the  parish  hall  of  the  second  parish,  a  small 
one-roomed  building  owned  by  the  section,  and  an  unoccupied  store 
were  pressed  into  service.  Even  then  scores  of  children  were  de- 
prived for  the  entire  school  term,  of  the  advantages  of  elementary 
education,  at  the  most  critical  period  of  their  school  life. 

At  the  annual  school  meeting,  held  in  the  P.  S.  June  30,  1913, 
the  report  of  the  principal  of  the  school,  which  contained  the 
recommendation  that  increased  school  accommodation  be  pro- 
vided, was  unanimously  adopted.  In  accordance  with  the  ex- 
pressed desire  of  the  ratepapers  and  electors  there  present,  a  com- 
mittee of  competent  men  was  appointed.  The  finding  of  the  com- 
mittee was  unaiximous  and  hearty,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  moved  by  Mr.  McLean,  one  of  the  committee:  "That  the  sum 
of  $18,000  be  voted  for  school  purposes,  $11,000  for  a  new  school, 
and  $7,000  for  operating  expenses."  It  was  further  moved  that  a 
committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  act  with  the  trustees  in  taking 
the  necessary  steps  for  the  speedy  erection  of  a  new  school  house, 
in  accordance  with  the  report  ado-pted  at  this  meeting.  (Extract  of 
minute.)  Both  motions  were  unanimously  carried.  Not  one  dis- 
senting voice  from  Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant.  They  were  to 
have  a  Public  School  building,  with  ample  accommodation,  a  credit 
to  the  progressive  new  town. 

NEW  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  VOTED  DOWN  TO 

FORCE  USE  OP  ROMAN  CHURCH  PROPERTY. 

But  the  next  morning  the  so  recently  public  spirited  Roman 
Catholic  citizens  discovered  that  there  was  no  money  in  the 
school  treasury,  and  that  the  trustees  did  not  have  authority  to 
borrow  the  amount  voted  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  Inspector 
of  Schools,  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  communicated  with,  and  he  ad- 
vised the  calling  of  a  special  meeting  to  grant  the  trustees  author- 
ity to  carry  out  the  wish  of  the  annual  meeting.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  the  following  type-written  resolution  was  pre- 
sented to  the  chairman  of  the  meeting,  by  the  school  secretary, 
J.  L.  McKinnon,  also  a  Roman  Catholic: 

Resolved,  that  the  trustees  of  school  section  No.  4  of  the  County 
of  Cape  Breton,  be  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $11,000  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  lands  for  school  grounds,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  l)uilding  a  new  school  house,  and  that  such  amount 
so  borrowed  be  repaid,  with  interest,  in  twelve  yearly  install- 
ments, and  be  charged  upon  the  ratable  property  in  said  section. 

D.  A.  McLean  moved  the  resolution,  and  it  was  seconded  by 
R.  A.  McKay.  The  motion  was  put  and  killed  by  a  straight  Roman 
Catholic  vote,  fifty-six  against,  and  sixteen  Protestants  voting  for 
it;  all  that  were  present. 

Why  such  a  change  of  mind  so  quickly,  when  tne  very  men  who 
had  but  two  weeks  previously  voted  for  a  Public  School?  Why 
such  a  suddenly  awakened  interest  in  the  special  school  meeting, 
on  the  part  of  Roman  Catholics,  since  here  was  exactly  four  times 
as  many  present  as  at  the  annual  meeting,  while  the  Protestants 
numbered  one  less?  After  the  unanimity  and  good  will  exhibited 
at  the  annual  meeting,  such  action  on  the  part  of  Roman  Catholics 
seems  incomprehensible.  The  next  move  helps  to  explain  mat- 
ters. An  amendment  was  su'bmitted,  to  borrow  $4,000,  but  the 
chairman  (a  Protestant)  refused  to  put  the  amendment,  as  the 
meeting  was  called  to  borrow  $11,000  or  more.  The  scheme  was 
to  get  the  trustees  to  build  a  small  school,  hoping  to  get  them  to 
take  over  Roman  Catholic  buildings  afterwards.    Shortly  after 
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this  the  town  was  incorporated.  After  some  time  it  was  decided 
to  erect  a  small  four-roomed  building,  (near  the  old  Public  School) 
with  four  straight  walls  and  a  roof,  a  structure  that  might  adorn 
a  country  town  a  generation  back,  but  placed  in  a  large,  modern 
industrial  town,  is  a  pitiable  monument  to  a  servile  council,  and 
a  standing  example  of  Rome's  attitude  to  the  Public  School. 

But  who  was  responsible?  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  councillors  were  acting  on  their  own  initiative.  Let 
anyone  ponder  the  following,  and  then  answer:  During  this  de- 
lay. Father  Nicholson  was  rushing  to  completion  an  additional 
four-roomed  Convent  School  building,  and  by  the  time  the  Council 
discovered  the  kind  of  Public  School  building  they  wanted,  a 
splendidly  equipped  Convent,  a  credit  to  any  owner,  was  ready 
for  school  purposes.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the  Protestants  of  New 
Waterford  feel  that  they  are  in  the  grip  of  a  tyrannous  system, 
and  at  the  mercy  of  a  ruthless  majority?  Let  Roman  Catholics 
and  spineless  Protestants  talk  about  equal  rights  to  all,  and 
tolerance  and  all  the  list  of  their  unctuous  platitudes,  but  the 
Protestants  of  New  Waterford  know  from  experience,  (the  famous 
old  best  of  teachers)  that  where  Rome  reigns,  Protestants  need 
not  expect  equal  rights.  This  is  the  history  of  Rome  the  world 
over.  From  this  little  story  it  is  readily  seen  that  the  expressed 
will  of  the  citizens  was  thwarted  by  the  will  of  the  "Church." 

NEW  CONVENT  SCHOOL  LEASED  BY 

THE  COMMON  SCHOOL  BOARD  AT  GOOD  PRICE. 

So  Father  Nicholson  brings  forth  the  notorious  document  by 
which  the  common  school  board  agreed  to  lease  the  new  convent 
building,  erected  without  any  understanding  with  the  ratepayers, 
and  to  put  the  nuns  in  complete  charge  of  the  classes.  Besides 
agreeing  to  pay  eight  dollars  rent,  per  class  room,  pay  the  regular 
teachers'  salaries,  and  pay  for  heating  and  caretaking.  The 
School  Board  promised  to  take  over,  on  the  same  terms,  as  many 
additional  -  classrooms  as  the  town  autocrat.  Father  Nicholson, 
cared  to  build. 

But  the  School  Commissioners  very  soon  realized  that  they 
made  a  very  serious  mistake,  and  Father  Nicholson  and  his  legal 
advisors  would  gladly  have  exchanged  this  lease  for  some  other 
form  of  agreement,  which  revealed  less  of  their  purpose.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  strong  opposition  of  the  Protestant  Commissioner, 
Angus  R.  McDonald,  might  be  used  to  let  the  Reverend  gentleman 
down  easy;  for  example,  they  hoped  that  this  Commissioner  would 
bring  in  a  motion  to  rescind  the  above  agreement,  and  then  the 
Roman  Catholic  Commissioners  would  have  acquiesced.  But  when 
two  meetings  passed  and  this  was  not  done,  and  it  became  kncAvn 
that  the  Protestants  were  about  to  take  legal  action,  a  hasty  call 
was  issued  for  a  special  meeting  of  the  School  Board,  and  with 
precipitate  haste  it  was  moved  by  one  Roman  Catholic  Commis- 
sioner, and  seconded  by  another,  that  the  agreement  be  rescinded. 
Needless  to  say,  this  motion  carried. 

But  the  rescinding  of  t)^e  agreement  did  not  change  the  system. 
The  school  is  still  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  De  Notre  Dame,  and 
the  town  still  rents  the  building  from  Father  Nicholson,  and  pays 
for  fuel  and  janitor.  In  other  words,  the  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ment are  still  being  carried  out.  Read,  mark,  learn  and  inwardly 
digest  this  piece  of  Roman  audacity,  and  judge  of  the  influence  of 
Rome  in  New  Waterf  ord. 

TERMS  OF  THE  AGREEMENT  TO  LEASE 

MOUNT  CARMEL  CONVENT  BUILDING. 

THIS  INDENTURE  made  and  entered  into  THE  TWENTY- 
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THIRD  DAY  OF  JANUARY  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE 
THOUSAND  NINE  HUNDRED  AND  FOURTEEN 

Between  Rev.  John  H.  Nicholson,  of  New  Waterford,  In  the 
County  of  Cape  Breton,  as  the  Agent  and  Representative  of  the 
Catholic  Episcopal  Corporation  of  Antigonish,  a  body  corporate, 
hereinafter  called  the  LESSOR  OF  THE  ONE  PART 

and 

Dan  McKay,  Peter  Cody,  Angus  R.  McDonald,  Bart  Connors  and 
Michael  Mcintosh,  the  School  Commissioners  of  the  town  of  New 
Waterford,  in  the  said  County  of  Cape  Breton,  acting  as  such 
School  Commissioners,  and  not  otherwise  hereinafter  called  the 
LESSEES  of  the  other  part; 

Witnesseth — That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  rents,  coven- 
ants and  agreements  hereinafter  reserved  and  contained,  and  on 
the  part  of  the  said  Lessees  to  be  paid,  observed  and  performed, 
the  said  Lessor  doth  hereby  demise  and  lease  unto  the  said 
Lessees  all  those  certain  class  rooms  situate  and  being  in  the 
parochial  buildings  in  the  Parish  of  Mount  Carmel,  in  the  said 
town  of  New  Waterford,  and  more  particularly  described  as  fol- 
lows: that  is  to  say,  the  seven  school  class  rooms  situate  and 
being  in  the  convent  school  building  of  said  Mount  Carmel  Parish, 
which  said  rooms  are  now  being  used  as  public  school  class 
rooms  by  day  pupils  living  and  resident  in  the  said  Parish. 

To  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  school  class  rooms  for  a  term  or 
period  of  ten  years,  to  commence  and  be  computed  from  the  first 
day  of  January,  A.D.  1914,  and  to  the  end  of  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.D.  1924,  to  be  occupied  continuously  during  the  whole  of  the 
said  period  and  for  the  purpose  only  of  school  class  rooms,  and  not 
otherwise,  at  a  monthly  rental  of  eight  dollars  for  each  of  the 
said  rooms  for  each  and  every  month  during  the  school  year,  the 
said  rent  to  be  payable  every  three  months. 

And  the  Lessees  hereby  covenant,  promise  and  agree  to  and  with 
the  said  Lessor  that  they  will  well  and  truly  pay  to  the  Lessor 
the  said  rent  hereby  reserved  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  and  also  that  they  will  furnish,  supply  sufficient  coal 
and  fuel  to  heat  the  said  class  rooms  during  each  and  every  month 
of  the  school  year,  and  further  that  they.  Lessees,  will  provide  and 
pay  the  janitor  to  look  after  and  keep  clean  the  said  class  rooms, 
and  further  that  THE  SAID  CLASS  ROOMS  AND  THE  CLASSES 
CONDUCTED  THEREIN  SHALL  BE  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION, 
CONTROL  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  RELIGIOUS  TEACH- 
ERS, KNOWN  AS  THE  CONGREGATION  OF  NOTRE  DAME, 
subject,  however,  to  general  school  law  of  the  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  that  the  Lessees  will  pay  the  said  teachers  and  each 
and  every  one  of  them,  the  standard  teachers'  wages  for  the  work 
performed  by  them  in  the  said  school  room,  and  further  that  they, 
the  sard  Lessees,  will  pay  all  expenses,  fixtures,  equipment,  and 
other  things  necessary  in  connection  with  the  said  school  rooms, 
with  the  exception  of  the  desk. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  expressly  agreed  that  if  the  said  John 
H.  Nicholson  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  require  the  said  Lessees 
to  rent  or  take  over  any  other  additional  class  rooms  or  class  room, 
they,  the  said  Lessees,  will  so  take  over  the  said  class  rooms  sub- 
ject to  the  said  terms,  conditions  and  agreements  as  are  herein 
contained. 

And  it  is  hereby  declared  and  agreed  that  these  presents  and 
everything  contained  herein  shall  respectively  enure  to  the  benefit 
and  be  binding  upon  the  said  Catholic  Episcopal  Corporation,  its 
successors  and  assigns,  and  the  said  School  Commissioners,  their 
successors  and  assigns  respectively. 
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In  Witness  Whereof,  the  said  parties  to  these  presents  hare 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  affixed  their  seals  the  day  and  year 
first  above  written. 

(Sgd.)  James  Morrison,  D.D., 

Bishop  of  Antigonish. 
(Sgd.)  John  H.  Nicholson,  P.P., 
in  behalf  of  the  C.  E.  Corporation 
School  Commissioners. 
(Sgd.)  Dan  McKay. 
(Sgd.)  Bart  Connors. 
(Sgd.)  Peter  Cody. 

Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered 
in  presence  of 

Alfred  O'Hanley. 

OF  THIRTEEN  TEACHERS  IN  INVERNESS 

ELEVEN  ARE  ROMAN  CATHOLICS. 

(4)  INVERNESS.  I  refer  to  the  town  of  Inverness  after  New 
Waterford  because,  although  the  town  is  smaller,  (about  2,700) 
conditions  are  similar.  The  population  is  largely  Roman  Catholic, 
perhaps  75%.  There  are  four  school  buildings,  two  owned  by  the 
town,  and  two  by  the  Church  of  Rome.  In  Public  School  there  are 
six  teachers,  four  in  one  building  and  two  in  the  other.  Out  of 
the  six  teachers  in  Public  Schools,  four  are  Roman  Catholic.  In 
the  Roman  Public  Schools  are  seven  teachers,  all,  of  course,  Ro- 
man Catholic,  and  three  in  religious  garb.  Thus  out  of  13  teachers 
in  Inverness  11  are  Roman  Catholic.  The  catechism  is  taught,  or 
Roman  religious  exercises  of  some  kind  are  held  during  school 
hours.  Some  Protestant  children  who  attend,  remain  home  until 
the  exercises  are  over  in  the  morning.  Some  may  attend  to  see 
what  is  going  on.  As  in  New  Waterford,  crosses  adorn  both  these 
buildings,  which  are  known  as  Convent  Schools,  by  the  people  of 
the  town,  and  are  called  such.  The  teachers  in  these  schools  are 
approved  by  the  nuns  first,  and  as  a  Commissioner  told  me,  they 
are  hard  to  please.  No  liberal-minded  Roman  Catholics  wanted 
in  these  schools.  In  one  case  Father  McDonald  told  the  Board 
that  a  particular  teacher  would  not  do.  This  teacher,  it  appears, 
once  started  to  become  a  nun,  but  afterwards  changed  her  mind 
and  turned  back.  So  to  save  trouble  all  appointments  now  receive 
the  approval  of  the  sisters  first.  Then  the  Board  officially  ap- 
points the  same.  Emblems  of  the  Church  of  Rome  can  be  seen 
on  the  walls  of  the  schools,  particularly  in  the  Mother  Superior's 
room.  In  fact  all  the  appurtenances  of  religion  as  understood  by  a 
sect  are  here  seen  under  the  common  school  system  of  Nova  Scotia. 
If  these  are  not  Separate  or  sectarian  schools,  pray  what  are  they? 
Let  us  have  a  definition  then  of  what  a  Separate  School  is!  If 
anything  more  is  necessary  to  show  the  close  connection  between 
the  Church  and  these  ^hools,  I  might  mention  the  fact  that  Father 
De  Coste,  P.P.,  some  two  years  ago,  m  a  visit  to  one  of  these 
schools,  whipped  a  boy  so  unmercifully  that  the  boy  was  in  bed 
several  days  as  a  result.  It  was  quite  evident  that  the  good  priest 
was  taking  a  "fatherly"  interest  in  public  school  affairs  as  in  the 
case  of  Sydney  Mines.  We  have  no  record,  however,  of  a  protest 
being  made  at  Inverness,  as  in  the  other  case  mentioned. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  TEACHER  DOES  SOME 

SOME  FAITHFUL  WORK  FOR  HER  CHURCH. 

How  does  all  this  harmonize  with  the  school  law  in  rfegard  to 
renting  "temporary"  buildings — ^in  regard  to  the  "teaching  In 
public  schools  of  the  peculiar  views  which  characterize  the  dif- 
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ferent  denominations  of  Christians"  (for  surely  religious  garb 
and  emblems  teach)  in  regard  to  Boards  "appointing  and  dismiss- 
ing teachers,"  in  regard  to  duties  of  teachers,  inspectors,  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Education? 

Notwithstanding  this,  we  are  assured  by  competent  educational 
authorities  that  there  are  no  sectarian  schools,  that  there  are  no 
separate  schools  in  Nova  Scotia.  We  are  told  they  are  public 
schools,  that  they  are  legal  schools,  that  they  are  according  to  the 
regulations  and  the  law  knows  no  distinction  whatever^in  the 
organization  and  conduct  of  these  schools.  Officially,  everything 
Is  according  to  the  regulation.  But  we  shall  refer  to  this  more 
particularly  later  on.  But  not  only  does  the  good  work  of  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  Rome  proceed  merrily  at  Inverness  con- 
vent schools,  but  even  in  the  public  schools.  A  Roman  Catholic 
teacher,  apparently  carried  away  through  enthusiasm  for  her 
religion,  tried  to  do  some  faithful  work  for  her  church,  as  the 
following  letter,  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  School  Board  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Orange  Lodge,  will  testify: 

Jan.  13,  1915. 

W.  D.  Lawrence,  Esq., 

Sec'y.  Board  of  School  Commissioners, 
Inverness,  N.S. 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  regret  to  call  your  attention  to  a  serious  violation 
of  the  general  law  and  school  manual  in  the  reading  of  Roman 
Catholic  proselytizing  literature  to  Protestant  and  other  children 
ranging  from  10  to  13  years,  on  or  about  Friday,  January  8,  1915, 
during  school  hours. 

The  offending  teacher  in  this  case  was  Miss  McLeod,  and  the  arti- 
cle read  was  a  short  story  entitled  "Sandy,"  from  the  issue  of  the 
Antigonish  Casket,  dated  January  7,  1915,  the  last  paragraph  of 
which  is  as  follows: 

"The  day  came,  however,  when  he  did  understand  as  fully  as 
Sandy,  as  Father  Martin,  and  Sandy's  mother  did.  It  was  the 
day  he  became  a  Catholic." 

I  do  not  wish  to  disclose  at  present  the  source  of  my  information, 
■which,  if  I  did,  would  perhaps  incur  on  the  children  petty  intimida- 
tion and  educational  boycott. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  town  employs  and  pays  at  least  thir- 
teen teachers,  only  one  of  which  is  a  "non-Catholic,"  and  the  Pro- 
testant children  attending  all  classes  presided  over  by  Roman 
Catholic  teachers  have  been  compelled  to  observe  all  church  holy 
days  and  attend  school  on  Saturday  in  order  that  the  teacher  may 
and  attend  school  on  Saturday  in  order  that  the  teacher  may 
observe  the  rules  of  his  or  her  church.  I  think  it  is  time  an  in- 
vestigation was  made  by  the  School  Commissioners  into  this  com- 
plaint, otherwise  it  will  be  not  unlike  the  fable  of  the  camel  and 
the  Arab.  The  camel  wished  to  get  only  his  nose  in  the  Arab's 
tent,  and  finally,  inch  by  inch,  he  crept  in,  until  there  was  no  room 
in  the  tent  for  the  Arab. 

If  this  is  allowed  to  pass  we  may  expect  the  "casket"  and  Ro- 
man Catholic  catechism  included  in  the  Public  School  curriculum. 

Thanking  you  for  the  courtesy  of  a  prompt  reply, 
Yours  very  truly, 

R.  E.  McLEOD,  Rec.  Secy. 

It  might  also  be  stated  in  regard  to  Inverness  that  as  is  the 
case  in  other  towns  mentioned  above,  the  School  Board  pays  a 
rental  for  these  Roman  Catholic  buildings,  as  well  as  to  provide 
fuel  and  janitor,  the  rental  being  about  $275  per  year.  The  fourth 
room  in  one  huilding  is  unoccupied,  but  in  all  probability  will  be 
needed  soon,  and  rent  paid  accordingly. 
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HOW  ROME  GOT  CONTROL  OF 

THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  IN  SYDNEY. 

The  story  of  the  schools  in  Sydney,  N.S.,  is  an  illuminating  illus- 
tration of  how  Rome  works.  When  the  Church  cannot  control 
the  legislators,  her  agents  attack  those  who  administer  the  law. 
In  that  way  the  best  laws  ever  framed  can  be  rendered  ineffective. 
The  attack  is  subtle.  The  first  concession  asked  for  is  so  small 
that  it  does  not  appear  to  make  much  difference  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  l^aw.  Once  the  principle  is  established  the  pressure 
begins  and  is  maintained  until  it  is  broadened  out  of  all  semblance 
to  the  original  statute.  This  is  what  has  happened  in  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  what  was  intended  In 
Manitoba. 

That  is  how  the  working  arrangement  is  secured.  Then,  havin!g 
obtained  all  they  desire,  the  priests  and  other  agents  of  Rome 
•plead  for  harmony  among  all  classes.  They  denounce  those  who 
expose  their  methods  as  breeders  of  strife  and  discord.  All  the 
time,  doubtless,  they  are  laughing  in  their  sleeves  at  the  clever 
way  they  have  hoodwinked  the  Protestants  and  made  them  tools 
in  working  out  their  schemes.  The  story  of  the  schools  in  Sydney 
is  an  example  of  all  this: 

(5)  SYDNEY.  In  the  early  days  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
had  a  convent  school  supported  by  themselves.  At  first  the 
parish  priest  went  to  the  school  and  asked  that  this  school  be 
taken  over  as  a  public  school  so  that  they  could  get  the  Govern- 
ment grant  for  their  teachers.  It  was  not  much  to  ask  for.  The 
School  ;^oard  consulted  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  Dr.  Mc- 
Kay, who  had  no  objection  to  offer.  He  was  satisfied.  This  was 
the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge  which  they  have  been  driving  ever 
since  that  time,  and  with  what  result?  Five  school  buildings 
owned  by  the  Church  of  Rome  are  used  by  the  School  Board,  rent 
being  paid  for  four  of  these.  The  total  amount  thus  paid,  in- 
cluding fuel  and  janitors  for  all  five,  amounts  to  about  $4,000 
a  year.  The  teachers  in  all  these  schools  are  Roman  Catholics, 
many  of  them  wearing  religious  garb. 

The  city  owns  six  occupied  school  buildings  where  both  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  teachers  are  engaged,  no  distinction  be- 
ing made  on  account  of  the  religious  views  of  the  teachers.  These 
schools  are  Central,  ArgyLe,  Eastmount,  Ashby,  Rockdale  and 
Whitney. 

Does  it  not  seem  reasonable  that  if  ttie  renting  of  these  Roman 
Catholic  buildings  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  a  temporary  expedi- 
ent (which  is  very  doubtful)  that  the  schools  in  them  should  be  as 
freely  open  to  non-iRoman  Catholic  teachers  and  scholars  as  to 
Roman  Catholic  teachers  and  scholars,  as  freely  open  to  both  as 
the  Central  School  of  Sydney,  for  example?  If  two  of  the  beat 
Protestant  teachers  in  Nova  Scotia  were  to  apply  to  the  School 
Commissioners  of  Sydney  for  positions  in  one  of  these  pseudo- 
public  schools,  would  their  application  be  entertained?  Never! 
Only  Roman  Catholic  teachers  need  apply  and  these  must  be 
suitable  to  the  Church,  as  is  the  case  in  other  towns  mentioned, 
and  in  Halifax. 

But  why  rent  these  Roman  buildings  at  all?  Some  say  it  is 
cheaper  to  rent  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  than  to  erect 
city  buildings  for  school  purposes.  This  is  very  doubtful.  Most 
people  prefer  to  own  their  homes  than  to  rent  from  others. 
Certainly  this  is  true  if  one  can  afford  to  build,  and  Sydney  can 
afford  to  build  its  own  school  homes.  "Why  pay  rent  when  you 
can  own  your  own  home,"  is  the  business  idea,  especially  so  if 
you  are  a  permanent  resident.    The  same  principle  should  apply 
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to  schools,  andi  does'  apply  to  schools  generally,  but  not  par- 
ticularly in  Syndey  and  elsewhere  in  Nova  Scotia.  Under  any 
circumstances,  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  because  it  is  cheap  (if  it 
were)  it  must  dicker  with  any  church  for  the  school  accommoda- 
tion which,  by  law,  it  is  (see  school  manual)  required  to  provide 
and  is  amply  able  to  provide. 

To  give,  a  concrete  example  of  how  Rome  foists  these  Roman 
Catholic  buildingis  on  the  city  (and  the  story  is  practically  the 
siaane  as  New  Waterford),  the  population  of  which  is  about  42  per 
cent,  Romian  Catholics,  I  shall  refer  to  the  story  of  the  Ashby 
and  Constantine  schools,  the  former  owned  by  the  city,  the  latter 
owned  by  the  Roman  Church.  * 

RENTING  CONVENT  BUILDINGS 

WHILE  A  SCHOOL  IS  VACANT. 

The  did  Ashby  building  contained  four  rooms  or  departments. 
Increased  accommodation  being  necessary,  the  School  Board 
erected  a  splendid  eight-roomed  building  beside  the  old  building, 
making  12  rooms  laltogether  available  for  school  purposes,  as  the 
old  building  was  quite  habitable.  The  eight  rooms  in  the  new 
building  were  occupied  and  the  four  rooms  in  the  old  building 
were  left  vacant,  not  being  needed  at  that  time. 

Not  far  distant,  the  Roman  Church  owned  St.  Joseph's  School, 
but  rented,  of  course,  by  the  Board.  This,  too,  was  quite  full. 
At  the  opening  of  school  in  September  it  was  reiported  that  a 
priest  went  from  house  to  house  of  his  parishioners  to  get  all  his 
boys  and  girls  to  attend  school  so  that  it  would  be  over-crowded 
and  that  another  building  would  be  necessary^ — not  the  old 
Ashby  building,  however.  Oh,  no!  because  dn  the  meantime 
Father  McAdam  had  rushed  to  completion  the  Constantine  school 
'not  far  distant  from  the  Ashby  school.  He  then  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  Board,  stating  the  Constantine  school  was  ready  for  oc- 
cupancy and  asked  them  to  take  it  over.  The  letter  was  filed.  No 
one  said  a  word-  As  .some  building  was  necessary,  a  discussion 
arose  as  to  whether  the  children  from  St.  Joseph's  school  should 
be  placed  in  the  new  Constantine  school  or  in  the  old  Ashby 
building.  It  was  moved  and  seconded  by  two  Protestant  Com- 
missioners, Messrs.  Moore  and  McLellan,  that  the  new  depart- 
ments of  St.  Joseph's!  school  be  placed  id  the  old  Ashby  building. 
A  Roman  Catholic  Commissioner  moved  an  amendment  that  as 
the  priest  had  offered  the  new  Constantine  school  free  of  charge, 
including  fuel  and  janitor,  that  this  school  be  used.  The  three 
Roman  Catholic  Commissioners  supported  the  amendment  and 
the  three  Protestant  Commissioners  supported  the  motion  and 
Mayor  Gunn,  a  Protestant,  so  called,  gave  his  casting  vote  in 
favor  of  occupying  the  Constantine  school,  owned  by  Rome,  and 
leaving  the  old  Ashby  building,  owned  by  the  city,  vacant..  After- 
wards, the  Roman  Church  refused  to  supply  coal  as  per  arrange- 
ment above.  Some  individuals  paid  the  fuel -bill  for  a  time  but 
now  the  School  Board  pay  both  fuel  and  janitor,  but  the  rent  is 
still  free. 

A  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  DESCRIBED 

AS  A  ''PARISH  SCHOOL"  BY  THE  PRESS. 

Thus  we  can  see  that  the  Church  of  Rome  makes  provisions  for 
the  accommodation  of  a  large  number  of  school  children  in 
Sydney  by  formal  arrangement  with  the  authorities  of  the  city. 
In  these  church  buildings  are  established  sectarian  schools  in 
defiance  of  the  manifest  spirit  of  the  law.  The  city  pays  rent 
for  these  buildings,  and  provides  fuel  and  janitor  for  the  same. 

• 
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How  far  this  cliurdh  considers  these  school  buildings  are  com- 
mon may  be  judged  from  the  language  of  an  article  in  the 
"Sydney  Record."  Referring  to  the  new  building  to  be  erected 
to  replace  the  Holy  Redeemer  Convent,  destroyed  by  fire^  on  June 
13,  1913,  the  writer  said:  "The  new  building  will  be  modern  in 
every  possible  respect  and  will  be  larger  and  more  commodious 
than  that  destroyed  by  fire.  A  number  of  new  departments  may 
possibly  be  added  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  make  the  new. 
convent  as  up-to-date  and  convenient  as  any  parish  school  in  the 
Province  in  so  far  as  the  financial  resources  will  allow.  For  the 
present  the  parish  will  use  the  old  Whitney  school  on  Victoria 
Road." 

It  is  quite  clear  from  this  article  that  the  city  and  School 
Commissioners  were  used  as  the  easy  tools  of  the  authorities  of 
the  iparish  of  the  Holy  Redeemer.  Notice  the  words  "Convent," 
"the  parish  will  use."  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  meaning.  It 
is  to  be  a  "Convent"  school  and  the  parish  (not  the  Commis- 
sioners) determine  what  building  is  to  be  used  in  the  meantime, 
and  will  control  the  new  building  when  completed,  as  is  the  case  at 
the  present  time.  Yet  it  is  a  "public"  school — "A  Convent  Public 
School" — somewhat  of  a  contradiction  in  terms — a  monstrosity 
quite  common  in  Cape  Breton  Island,  and  seems  to  thrive  well 
there.  This  new  building  at  Whitney  Pier,  according  to  the  In- 
sipector's  report,  page  83  of  Report  of  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion, contains  12  departments.  He  does  not  call  it  a  "Convent," 
however,  but  "a  new  twelve  department  school."  The  old  Whit- 
ney  school,  owned  by  the  city,  is  still  vacant. 

This  Constantine-Ashby  school  affair  led  to  S;^e  controversy 
in  the  local  papers,  and  as  the  articles  written  throw  much  light 
on  school  conditions  in  Sydney,  I  shall  quote  first  what  Father 
McAdam  had  to  say,  and  then  given  Dr.  Pringle's  reply.  Read 
these  letters  very  carefully: 

FATHER  McADAM  DEFENDS  THE 

WORKING  ARRANGEMENT  IN  A  LETTER. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Record: 

Sir:  In  yesterday  afternoon's  papers  I  notice  an  expression  of 
regret  from  Rev.  Dr.  Pringle  for  an  incorrect  statement  made  in 
his  Sunday  evening  sermon.  It  is  unfortunate  that  in  making  the 
correction  he  has  indulged  in  other  statements  equally  misleading. 
That  there  may  be  no  mistaken  ideas  concerning  the  Constantine 
school  I  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  facts: 

1.  The  Constantine  school  is  a  part  of  the  public  school  system 
of  the  city  of  Sydney,  its  teachers  are  paid  by  the  city  and  the 
work  done  is  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Board  and  its 
officials. 

2.  The  representatives  of  the  Catholic  Episcopal  Corporation 
did  not  undertake  to  supply  coal  to  the  Constantine  school. 

3.  When  the  school  was  dismissed  for  want  of  coal,  I  presume 
the  principal  informed  the  School  Board  of  the  fact;  the  implica- 
tion that  the  church  authorities  waited  upon  individual  members 
of  the  School  Board  in  this  connection  is  entirely  unfounded.  The 
Catholic  Episcopal  Incorporation  admits  no  responsibility  in  this 
regard.  I  may  say,  however,  that  at  present  the  children  of  the  ' 
ratepayers  of  Sydney  who  attend  the  Constantine  school  are  kept 
warm,  not  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  but  at  the  expense  of  a  few 
charitable  citizens. 

Of  course,  if  it  were  necessary  to  preclude  all  possibility  of 
having  their  children  placed  five  days  each  week  in  charge  of 
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men  like  Rev.  Dr.  Pringle,  the  Catholics  of  Sydney  would  be  pre- 
pared to  break  away  from  the  public  school  system  altogether  and 
support  their  own  schools,  besides  paying  their  share  towards  the 
city  schools.  This  they  do  in  New  Glasgow  and  other  towns.  But 
there  are  about  10,000  Catholics  in  the  city  of  Sydney  and  there 
is  besides  a  large  and  influential  body  of  Protestants  who  refuse 
to  accept  the  dictation  of  persecuting  bigots,  ^o  the  Catholics 
of  iSydney  will  continue  to  stand  for  their  rights. 

I  beg  to  remind  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pringle  that  there  is  another  very 
serious  calumny  for  which  he  has  not  yet  expressed  regret.  I 
refer  to  the  statement  made  by  him  some  months  ago  and  to 
which  I  have  already  called  his  attention,  that  a  priest  had 
entered  the  Central  school  and  herded  the  Catholic  children  from 
its  desks,  etc.  He  surely  knows  by  this  time  that  •  the  statement 
was  absolutely  incorrect.  I  wonder  if  this  is  why  the  Rev.  Dr. 
treats  them  with  such  contempt. 

Sincerely  yours, 

D.  M.  McADAM. 

REV.  JOHN  PRINGLE  REPLIED 

TO  FATHER  McADAM'S  LETTER. 

Editor  of  the  Post: 

Sir:  Rev.  D.  M.  McAdam  has  written  what  is  ostensibly  a 
reply  to  my  letter  of  a  few  days  ago.  It  is  not  a  reply.  There 
can  be  no  reply  to  my  central  position  that  the  present  condition 
is  the  result  of  open  violation  of  the  law  in  the  sacred  name  of 
religion.  The  reverend  gentleman's  letter  is  otherwise  quite 
satisfactory,  for  it  makes  things  plain  about  which  the  public 
were  in- doubt. 

1.  We  now  know  from  an  authoritative  source  where  we  are 
at  as  to  the  Constantine  school  business'.  The  resolution  carried 
by  the  School  Commission  on  the  8th  of  September  is  as  fol- 
lows, I  give  the  complete  minute  covering  the  matter:  "Moved 
by  Commissioner  Moore,  seconded  by  Commissioner  McLennan, 
that  the  new  departments  of  St.  Joseph's  school  be  placed  in  the 
old  Ashby  building."  Commissioner  Hanrahan  moved  as  an 
amendment,^  seconded  by  Commissioner  'Mclntyre,  that  four 
classes,  including  one  in  Ashby,  be  moved  to  the  new 
Constantine  school  with  the  understanding  that  no  rent  or 
janitor's  fees  be  paid,  i.e.  free  from  all  expenses  except  teachers* 
salaries.  Amendment  put  and  carried."  Carried,  it  may  be  ex- 
plained, by  the  casting  vote  of  Mayor  Gunn,  the  three  Roman 
Catholic  Commissioners  voting  for  the  amendment,  the  three 
Protestant  Commissioners  for  the  motion. 

There  is  not  a  word  in  the  amendment  about  taking  the  build- 
ing over,  and  in  that  sense  making  the  school  part  of  the  pulblic 
school  system  of  the  city.  And  it  is  still  clearer  from  the  resolu- 
tion that  the  city  is  not  responsible  for  the  coal  bill.  But  when 
the  gentleman  who  is  the  deciding  factor  in  the  public  school 
system  of  Sydney,  and  usually  gets  what  he  wants,  tells  us  that 
the  resolution  means  what  he  says  it  means,  there  is  nothing  to 
>^  do  but  submit  to  his  ruling.  Events  are  very  likely  to  show  that 
he  is  right  in  his  contention.  The  thin  edge  of  the  wedge  is  in 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  machine  is  great  at  driving  wedges. 
Indeed,  the  Reverend  gentleman  says  specifically  that  the  author- 
ities of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  are  not  responsihle  for  the 
coal  bill,  but  that  at  present  a  few  charitable  citizens  are  pay- 
ing it.  The  inference  is  that  the  School  Commissioners  will  ere 
long  obey,  as  they  have  been  accustomed  to  do,  his  benign 
behests. 

2.  There  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  another  thing  made  plain  by  the 


17 


reverend  gentleman's  reply,  viz.,  that  it  is  only  where  they  are 
strong  and  backed  up  by  the  influential  but  invertebrate  Pro- 
testants, that  the  Roman  Catholic  authorities  violate  the  law  of 
the  Province.  In  New  Glasgow  and  other  towns  they  separate 
their  children  from  contamination  with  the  children  of  Pro- 
testants and  from  the  evil  influence  of  Protestant  teachers,  but 
graciously  pay  their  own  bills.  In  Sydney  they  separate  their 
children,  contrary  to  law,  and  compel,  through  their  tools,  Pro- 
testant Christians  and  our,.  Hebrew  fellow  citizens,  to  become 
parties  to'  the  iniquity  by  taking  the  support  of  their  sectarian 
schools  out  of  the  common  civic  funds- 

3.  The  statement  made  by  me  about  the  attempt  made  by  some 
party  or  parties  in  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  get 
individual  members  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  and 
others  to  consent  to  agree  to  the  payment  of  the  Constantine 
School  bill  out  of  the  city  treasury,  despite  the  resolution  of  the 
Board,  and  so  called  calumny  concerning  the  herding  of  boys 
from  the  Central  school  of  the  C.M.B.A.  Hall,  are  truths  vouched 
for  by  people  right  on  the  ground.  I  shall  not  give  the  names  of 
my  informants  because  it  might  get  them  into  trouble  with  the 
clerical  autocrat  of  our  public  school  system,  Rev.  D.  M.  McAdam 
and  nis  easy  tools,  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic.  In  a  neigh- 
boring town  one  of  the  clerical  manipulators  of  school  boards 
went  into  a  convent  school  which  was  a  part  of  the  "Public 
School  System,"  and  knocked  a  lad  fooirteen  years  of  age  un- 
conscious to  the  floor.  ,  When  a  story  like  that  is  true  it  is  not 
hard  to  believe  the  mild  statements  about  gall  and  scheming 
which  I  made  as  above. 

"Persecuting  bigots"  is  good.  I  thank  the  reverend  gentleman 
for  t'he  words.  Who  makes  a  wall  as  high  as  Heaven  between 
the  children  of  Protestants  and  the  children  of  Roman  Catholics 
in  their  school  life?  The  Rev.  D.  M.  McAdam.  Are  there  any 
Protestant  teachers  in  any  of  the  so-called  parish  schools?  Not 
one.  Are  there  any  Roman  Catholic  teachers  in  any  of  the 
purely  public  schools?  There  are.  Are  there  any  Protestant 
Janitors  in  the  parish  schools?  Not  one.  Are  there  any  Roman 
Catholic  janitors  in  the  purely  public  schools?  There  are.  Who, 
then,  are  the  bigots? 

But  "persecuting  higots"  is  the  dread  expression.  I  shall  not 
now  enumerate  th^  dreadful  incidents  with  which  the  history  of 
centuries  is  crammed,  wherein  we  are  held  up  for  the  contempla- 
tion of  men  and  women  and  for  their  learning,  the  awful 
slaughterings  of  men,  women  and  children  in  every  land  where 
the  church  of  which  the  reverend  gentleman  is  a  genuine  medieval 
representative  held  sway,  because  they  had  learned  to  love  God's 
work  and  wished  to  worship  Him  as  they  believed  He  taught  and 
as  the  dictates  of  conscience  demanded.  The  reverend  gentle-  * 
man  has  touched  the  button  of  memory  with  that  expression 
of  his  "persecuting  bigots,"  and  men's  thoughts  get  busy 
with  stories  and  S'cenes  which  even  at  this  distance  are  a 
world's  nightmare.  Etoes  the  reverend  gentleman  think 
that  the  descendants  of  the  men  of  the  Holland  Meadows 
and  the  German  Fatherland,  and  of  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men who  fought  the  battles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
forget  the  lessons  of  history  and  underestimate  the  price  at 
which  our  common  human  rights  were  bought?  Does  he  believe 
that  the  democracies  of  these  new  lands  will  pui  on  the  cast-off 
rags  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  France?  I  have  no  quarrel  with  my 
Roman  Catholic  fellow  citizens  as  such."  Every  man  has  a  right 
tu  choose  his  own  religion  and  to  live  according  to  its  dictates.  I 
have  never  interfered  with  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights, 
nor  have  I  advocated  interference.   But  I  have  a  quarrel  and  the 
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age  has  a  quarrel  with  an  ecclesiastical  machine  which  is  just  as 
much  a  political  machine,  which  demands  special  privileges  and 
unjust  discrimination  in  its  favor;  which,  where  it  has  the  power, 
refuses  common  human  rights  to  Protestants,  and  demands  in 
Protestant  lands  more  than  common  human  rights  and  sets 
itself  above  the  law.  The  reverend  gentleman  is  young  and  may 
live  to  see  that  the  position  he  takes,  dangerous  to  the  body 
politic  as  it  is,  is  nevertheless  an  anachronism,  that  his  views 
are  reactionary  and  that  he  is  trying  to  graft  the  intolerance  and 
bigotry  of  the  middle  ages  on  to  the  freedom  and  light  of  the 
Twentieth  Century. 

JOHN  PRINGLE. 

From  the  above  corresipooidence  onie  can  readily  grasp  the  school 
gituation  in  Sydney.  The  schooils  there  are  not  common  or  public. 
They  are  Roman  Catholic  and  non-Roman  Catholic,  and  that  not 
by  law,  but  by  the  unworthy  scheming  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

NO  DISTINCTION  MADE  ON  ACCOUNT 

OF  RELIGIOUS  VIEWS  OP  THE  TEACHERS. 

Let  us  hriefly  consider  these  Roman  Catholic  schools  more 
in  detail. 

(a)  Holy  Angels  Convent  (called  suclh  in  report  of  school  com- 
missdoners,  1914)  has  seven  teachers,  all  Roman  Catholic,  four  of 
th'em  sisters,  and  hence  dressed  in  religious  garb.  The  enrolment 
is  330.  Salaries  paid  in  this  school  are  $2,779.68.  Janitor,  rent  and 
fueil  costs  $790  per  year. 

(b)  Holy  Redeemer  Convent,  has  11  teachers,  all  Roman  Cath- 
olic, five  of  them  sisters  of  a  religious  order.  The  enrolment  is 
583.  Salaries  paid  these  teachers  are  $4,230.42.  Janitor,  rent  and 
fuel,  $1,319.11. 

(c)  St.  Joseph's  has  16  teachers,  all  Roman  Catholic,  four  being 
sisters  of  a  religious  order.  The  enrolment  is  903.  Salaries  paid 
in  this  school  are  $5,512-02.  Rent  paid  the  Roman  Catholic  Epis- 
copal Corporation  of  Antigoiiish,  with  fuel  and  janitor,  is  $1,238.61 
per  year. 

(d)  George  Street  is  retrtted  from  'the  Roman  Church  at  $420 
per  year.  This  school  is  not  mjentioned  in  the  supervisor's  report, 
and  apparemtly,  therefore,  he  does  not  insipect  It.  The  salaries 
paid  by  the  Board  are  $910.06  for  1914.  - 

(e)  Constantine  School.    This  has  been  referred  to  above. 
The  salaries  paid  in  these  schools,  which  amounts  to  over 

$14,000  per  year,  does  not  include  the  government  grant,  which 
is  based  upon  the  grade  of  certificate  held  by  the  teacher. 

Out  of  about  75  teachers  in  Sydney,  at  least  42  are  Roman 
Catholic.  Out  of  an  enrolment  of  about  4,000,  over  2,000  attend 
tQiese  so-called  public  schools. 

The  three  first  n^amed  schools  are  recorded  in  the  official  report 
of  school  commissioner  as  "Conven/t"  schools,  but  in  the  super- 
TiS'or's  report  they  are  called  simply  "schools,"  the  word  "ooai- 
T©nt"  being  omitted.  Why? 
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FACTS  AND  FIGURES  WHICH 

SHOW  THE  SITUATION  IN  HALIFAX. 

HALIFAX.— In  the  early  days  in  Halifax,  both  Roman  Catholics 
and  Protestants  wanted  religious  instruction  in  the  schools.  But 
the  Roman  Catholics  would  not  accept  such  instruction  in  the 
Public  schools.  So  they  had  their  own  school;  likewise  the  Pres- 
bj-terians  and  Anglicans,  with  this  difference:  the  Protestant 
schools  were  loosely  connected  with  the  churches,  while  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  school  was  firmly  connected.  The  Anglican  school 
v/as  known  as  the  Grammar  School,  and  was  in  charge  of  Dean 
Gilpin  for  many  years. 

After  a  time,  this  notorious  "working  arrangement"  was  made, 
whereby  the  church  schools  were  taken  over  by  the  School  Board 
and  Roman  Catholic  teachers  were  to  teach  in  certain  schools  and 
Protestant  teachers  in  certain  schools.  On  this  "understanding," 
the  Roman  Catholics  have  built  and  they  have  launched  out  until 
they  have  practically  everything  they  desire  in  the  city  of  Halifax, 
as  we  shall  see. 

And  the  encroachments  have  been  very  insidious.  They  were 
very  careful  not  to  attract  attention.  Take,  for  example,  the  intro- 
duction of  teachers  wearing  religious  garb.  At  first  only  one  sister 
was  appointed.  Then,  as  no  strenuous  objection  was  made,  another 
one  was  appointed,  and  then  another,  until  in  no  less  than  four 
large  schools  every  teacher  is  in  religious  garb.  These  schools  are: 
Oxford  (4),  St.  Joseph's  (8),  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  High  and  Publl« 
(16),  and  St.  Mary's  (11).  Total,  39  Sisters  in  religious  garb. 
These  surely  are  examples  of  how  Rome  can  drive  wedges.  Let 
the  thin  edge  be  entered,  and  the  rest  is  sfmply  a  matter  of  time — 
and  sometimes  the  driving  is  very  rapid. 

This  process  of  evolution  might  be  seen  in  other  cases,  too.  To- 
day, emblems  of  the  Church  of  Rome  are  in  all  the  Roman  Catholic 
schools  in  Halifax,  and  there  are  nine,  not  mentioning  the  Good 
Shepherd  School  for  girls,  which  is  taught  by  a  Sister  in  religious 
garb;  nor  Roman  Catholic  Orphanage,  taught  by  three  Sisters, 
of  course  in  religious  garb;  nor  St.  Patrick's  Home  for  Boys,  taught 
by  ti^o  Brothers  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  In  one  case,  at  least,  in 
addition  to  the  emblems  in  the  room,  candles  were  burning  before 
the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary.    And  these  are  Public  schools! 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  ARE  MADE  PART 

'  OF  THE  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

Another  noticeable  feature  about  these  Roman  Catholic  schools 
is  this:  They  are  all  built  adjacent  to  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
as  though  they  were  a  part  of  the  church,  as  indeed  they  are. 

But  they  are  also  a  part  of  the  Public  school  system  of  Halifax, 
which  is  non-sectarian.  One  would  think  that  there  would  be  no 
occasion  to  teach  the  Roman  Catechism  and  indulge  in  religious 
exercises  peculiar  to  Rome  during  school  hours  in  a  Public  school 
so  closely  connected  with  the  church.  But  such  is  the  case,  as  was 
admitted  by  Supervisor  McKay,  who  excused  the  practice  on  ac- 
count of  new  teachers  being  carried  away  with  their  enthusiasm 
for  the  doctrine  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church;  and  who  promised 
a  committee  who  waited  on  the^  Government  in  connection  with 
school  conditions  that  this  illegal  procedure  should  cease. 

The  School  Board  of  Halifax  consists  of  six  appointed  by  the 
Provincial  Government  and  six  appointed  by  the  City  Council.  The 
Government  appoints  two  yearly — one  Roman  Catholic  and  one 
Protestant.    The  City  Council  appoints  two  annually. 

In  other  towns  mentioned  above,  the  School  Board  does  nothing 
more  than  rent  Roman  Ca^tholic  buildings.  In  Halifax  they  not  only 
rent  these  buildings,  but  build    new    buildings    for  the  Roman 
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Catholic  people.  Up  to  date  they  have  built  no  less  than  four  such 
buildings,  and  some  beautiful  buildings,  too,  as  follows:  Oxford 
Street  School,  where  every  teacher  is  a  Sister;  St.  Joseph's  School, 
where  every  teacher  is  a  Sister;  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  High  School, 
where  every  teacher  is  a  Sister;  and  Young  Street  School,  where 
teachers  are  all  Roman  Catholics,  but  no  Sisters  are  engaged. 

The  following  buildings  are  rented  from  the  Church  of  Rome: 

College  Street  School,  leased  for  20  years,  fronf  Aug.  27,  1911,  to 
Aug.  27,  1931,  at  annual  rental  of  $1,500. 

St.  Mary's  Boys'  School,  leased  for  15  years,  from  Nov.  1,  1904, 
to  Nov.  1,  1919,  at  annual  rental  of  $2,740. 

St.  Mary's  Girl's  School,  leased  for  20  years,  from  May  16,  1910, 
to  May  16,  1930,  at  annual  rental  of  $1,240. 

St.  Patrick's  Boys'  School,  leased  for  15  years,  from  May  1,  1903, 
to  May  1,  1918,  at  annual  rental  of  $1,700. 

St.  Patrick's  Girls'  School,  leased  for  20  years,  from  Sept.  1,  1908, 
to  Sept.  1,  1928,  at  annual  rental  of  $1,348.80. 

Total  amount  of  rent  paid  for  Roman  Catholic  buildings  in  Hali- 
fax is  therefore  $8,528.80. 

WHAT  IT  COSTS  TO  KEEP  UP 

THE  HALIFAX  SECTARIAN  SCHOOLS. 

It  might  be  interesting  for  the  reader  to  know  more  details  about 
these  schools  and  what  salaries  are  paid  to  teachers  in  the  same; 
also  the  Government  grant  paid  to  these  teachers  according  to 
grade  or  license  held;  also  amount  paid  for  fuel,  books  and  sta- 
tionery, repairs  to  buildings,  furniture  and  its  repairs,  cleanmg, 
etc.,  general  expenses  and  water  supply.  We  shall  put  this  in  a 
compact  form,  as  follows: 
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Oxford  School  . . . 

4 

IB,  3C 

301 

$2,360 

$390 

$241.00 

$252.00 

S.  Joseph's  

8 

2A,  2B,  4C 

427 

4,665 

900 

366.63 

442.50 

S.  Patrick's  Girls' 

16 

2A,  9B,  5C 

786 

9,680 

1,830 

341.13 

528.00 

S.  Mary's  Girls'  . 

11 

2A,  3B,  6C 

503 

6,380 

1,110 

625.50 

540.00 

roungr  St  

6 

lA,  3B 

280 

3,740 

600 

336.70 

432.00 

College  St  

10 

3A,  3B,  3C,  ID 

464 

5,460 

1,140 

516.00 

471.00 

S.   Mary's  Boys'. 
S.  Patrick's  Boys' 
S.  Patrick's  Girls' 

8 

lA.  2B,  5C 

346 

3,790 

840 

627.27 

480.00 

14 

690 

8,876 

1,470 

341.12 

696.00 

429.63 

504.99 

Total   77  3,797  $44,951   $8,280  $3,824.98  $4,346.49 

Another  table  will  be  necessary  to  show  amount  paid  for  books 
and  stationery,  repairs  to  buildings,  furniture  and  its  repairs, 
cleaning,  etc.,  general  expenses  and  water  supply: 

Water 
Supply. 
$34.08 
19.97 
47.40 
53.80 
38.99 
40.00 
49.80 
61.30 

82.00 


Furnitiire 

Cleaning, 

Repairs  to 

and  its 

Washing, 

General 

School. 

Buildings. 

Repairs. 

Etc. 

Expenses. 

Oxford  School  . . . 

$99.12 

$102.47 

$63.60 

$48.04 

St.   Joseph's.  ... 
St.  Patrick's  Girls' 
St.  Mary's  Girls'. 

426.03 

48.23 

.60 

40.27 

238.67 

76.15 

45.10 

30.75 

343.97 

41.06 

.60 

3.00 

Young-  Street  . . . 

290.94 

84.80 

214.90 

8.81 

College  St  

64.23 

68.41 

.60 

.75 

St.  Patrick's  Boys' 
St.  Mary's  Boys'  . 
St.  Patrick's  Girls' 

211.80 

145.86 

51.85 

17.03 

58.92 

56.35 

22.80 

104.28 

High  School  . . 

264.48 

11.40 

38.60 

38.45 

Total  

$1,998.16 

$634.73 

$438.65 

$291.38 

$427.34 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in  these  Roman  Catholic  schools,  where 
only  Roman  Catholic  teachers  are  engaged,  there  are  77  teachers, 
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which,  with  the  Sisters  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Orphanage  and  the 
Good  Shepherd,  and  the  two  Brothers  in  St.  Patrick's  Home,  make 
a  total  of  83.  This  does  not  include,  of  course,  Roman  Catholic 
teachers  in  the  real  Public  schools. 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHILDREN 

SEGREGATED  IN  SPITE  OP  THE  LAW, 

The  total  number  of  children  thus  segregated  is  approximately 
4,000,  or  nearly  half  of  the  total  enrolment  of  the  city.  And  yet 
there  is  no  segregation,  no  sectarianism,  no  separate  or  dissentient 
schools  in  Nova  Scotia!  Only  Separate  school  buildings,  as  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  has  stated.  But  some  one  may  say, 
"Do  not  Protestant  children  attend  these  schools?"  Yes;  there 
are  some,  just  as  there  are  always  Protestant  children  found  in 
convents  and  other  Roman  Catholic  institutions.  Yes,  a  few  chil- 
dren of  invertebrate  Protestants  attend;  their  parents  sometimes 
surprised  when  they  find  beads,  catechisms,  etc.,  hidden  away — the 
podson  of  perversion  proceeding  quietly  but  nevertheless  per- 
sistently as  usual.  This  policy  of  segregation,  a  policy  carried  out 
under  the  eye  and  with  the  consent  and  aid  of  the  authorities,  is 
Vicious. 

And  now  w6  total  the  various  amounts  paid  for  rent,  salaries, 
fuel,  janitors,  etc.,  by  the  School  Board  of  Halifax  for  the  year 
ending  Oct.  31st,  1913,  as  per  table  given  above.  We  shall  find 
that  nearly  $75,000  is  paid  annually  for  the  maintenance  of  Roman 
Catholic  institutions,  from  the  public  treasury,  for  it  is  surely  self- 
evident  that  these  schools  are  not  Public  schools  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  the  term  and  as  understood  by  the  school  manual 
of  the  Province — especially  those  sections  quoted  in  the  beginning 
of  these  articles. 

In  fact  the  connection  between  the  State  and  public  education 
/  and  the  State  and  religious  education,  as  carried  on  in  these  build- 
ings, is  of  such  an  intimate  character  that  it  is  very  difficult  to 
draw  the  line,  and  while  the  claim  that  public  funds  are  being 
used  to  build  up  the  Roman  Church  may  be  denied  on  technical 
grounds,  yet  in  view  of  what  is  actually  done  no  one  can  deny  that 
this  Church  is  reaping  an  immense  harvest  in  various  obvious  ways 
by  the  present  educational  situation  in  Halifax  and  in  other  parts 
of  Nova  Scotia.  Such  conditions  also  prevail  in  the  other  Maritime 
Provinces. 

And  the  strange  thing  about  the  whole  situation  is  that  it  has 
been  brought  about  so  gradually  and  so  quietly  that  its  very 
presence  has  become  familiar,  and  in  the  many  minds  it  is  difficult 
to  say  who  is  responsible  or  whether  anyone  is  responsible.  Had 
the  encroachments  been  nipped  in  the  bud,  the  present  c6nditions 
would  never  exist.  One  thing  is  certain:  the  present  situation  is 
an  outrage,  and  on  its  merits  should  be  abolished  and  the  law 
enforced. 

ROMANISTS  RULE  THE  SCHOOL 

BOARD  IN  GLACE  BAY  SECTION. 

(6)  GLACE  BAY.  This  town,  which  in  reality  is  a  number  of 
towns  united,  consists  of  about  48  per  cent,  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
population,  who  largely  control  the  local  situation.  Practically  the 
same  school  conditions  exist  here  as  at  Sydney  and  other  towns 
mentioned.  There  are  three  distinct  Roman  Catholic  schools,  as 
follows : 

St.  Anthony  contains  four  rooms  or  departments,  located  above 
the  church.  All  teachers  are  Roman  Catholic,  two  wearing  the 
religious  garb  of  an  order.  Emblems  of  the  Church  of  Rome  are 
on  the  walls  of  the  rooms,  and  a  cross  over  the  door. 

St.  John's  contains  six  departments,  also  above  the  church,  and 
all  teachers  are  Roman  Catholic,  but  no  religious  garb  is  worn. 
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St.  Anne's  is  called  the  Convent  School.  The  Mother  jguperior 
and  Sisters  are  here.  AM  teachers  (about  15)  of  course  are  Roman 
Catholic,  and  all  wear  religious  garb.  The  enrolment  is  over  600. 
Emblems  of  the  Church  are  on  the  walls  of  the  rooms,  and  cate- 
chism is  taught  during  school  hours,  as  on  certain  days  some  R.C. 
children  who  attend  the  Public  school  are  late,  having  been  at  St. 
Anne's  receiving  religious  instruction  of  some  kind.  They  are 
excused  on  this  ground  by  the  teacher  in  charge. 

Thus  there  are  about  25  Roman  Catholic  teachers  teaching  in 
Roman  Catholic  schools  in  Glace  Bay.  No  Protestant  teacher  is 
allowed  to  teach  in  any  of  these  schools,  which  are  also  Public 
schools.  But  many  Roman  Catholic  teachers  teach  in  the  other 
Public  schools  (at  least  10) — for  example,  in  Upper  Caledonia, 
Central,  Stirling,  New  Aberdeen,  and  Bridgeport.  So  that  out  of 
about  63  Public  school  teachers  in  Glace  Bay,'^  35  are  Roman 
Catholics. 

Not  satisfied — ^and  Rome  is  never  satisfied — according  to  a  press 
report,  a  communication  was  recently  received  by  the  Glace  Bay 
School  Board  from  the  Parish  of  St.  John,  New  Aberdeen,  in- 
timating that  'they  intended  to  build  a  convent  school,  and  request- 
ing that  the  School  Board  would  assure  them  that  said  Board  would 
employ  "Sisters"  they  proposed  securing  for  said  school.  All  that 
is  required  to  carry  out  the  requests  of  the  Parish  of  St.  John  is  a 
School  Board  sufficiently  inspired  with  Roman  Catholic  ideals  to 
grant  this  request.  What  is  needed  is  enough  public-spirited  men 
like  the  mayor  of  a  certain  town  in  Pictou  County,  who,  when  ap- 
proached by  a  representative  of  the  Roman  Church  asking  that  he 
use  his  influence  toward  the  taking  over  of  a  convent  school  in  his 

town,  replied:  "As  long  as  I  am  mayor  of  ,  I  shall  do  no  such 

thing.  We  will  build  you  a  Public  school,  but  we  will  not  take  ovec 
your  convent  school  as  a  part  of  our  Public  school  system."  But'lt 
takes  men  of  backbone  to  take  such  a  stand,  and  there  are  too 
many  weak-kneed  Protestants  on  school  boards  in  parts  of  Nova 
Scotia  to-day,  which  is  largely  the  cause  of  the  present  undesirable 
situation.  Even  in  places  like  Glace  Bay,  such  editions  wou'd 
cease  if  the  Protestant  people  would  stand  shoulo  r  to  shoulder. 
Herein,  again,  lies  another  great  difficulty.  But  we  shall  refer  to 
this  later  on. 

Is  it  any  wonder,  therefore,  in  a  town  like  Glace  Bay,  that  at  a 
Roman  Catholic  banquet,  where  a  large  number  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics were  present  (clerical  and  lay),  and  some  Protestants,  the 
toast  to  the  Pope  (a  foreigner)  should  precede  the  toast  to  the 
King  (the  head  of  the  British  Empire)  ?  Why  should  the  Pope's 
name  be  associated  with  that  of  the  King  in  such  a  way  as  to 
imply  that  British  subjects  owe  a  higher  allegiance  to  him  than 
to  their  own  Sovereign?  Notice,  furthermore,  that  at  that  ban- 
quet, by  invitation  of  course,  were  Mr.  John  C.  Douglass,  M.P.P., 
Mayor  Cameron  of  Glace  Bay,  and  Mr.  James  Bingay,  Supervisor 
of  the  Glace  Bay  Public  Schools.  Again,  is  it  any  wonder  that 
sect^irianism  is  prevalent  in  Glace  Bay  schools?  How  long,  oh, 
how  long  will  the  Protestants  stand  for  such  things? 

CONVENT  SCHOOLS  FLOURISH  ON 

PUBLIC  MONEY  GRANTED  BY  SCHOOL  BOARD. 

From  the  examples  enumerated  in  these  articles,  it  is  seen 
that,  despite  the  fact  that  an  excellent  Public  school  law  exists 
in  Nova  Scotia,  it  is  flagrantly  violated.  Sectarianism  prevails — 
convent  schools  practically  flourish.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
transfer  of  the  convent  or  Roman  Catholic  school  from  the  paro- 
chial system  to  the  Public  school  system  was  a  matter  of  form 
rather  than  the  matter  of  the  elimination  of  the  sectarian  element. 
It  is  true  that  the  formal  religious  instruction  which  conflicted 
with  the  hours  of  teaching  in  the  Public  school  was  more  or  less 
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cancelled,  but  not  altogether,  as  has  been  shown ;  yet  the  vital 
connection  with  the  papal  system  was  not  disturbed.  Emblems 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  are  still  there — 125  Sisters  wearing  the 
religious  garb  of  an  order,  as  under  a  parochial  system,  teach 
there.  Roman  Catholic  teachers  only  are  employed  in  these 
schools,  even  the  buildings  being  owned  by  the  Church  and 
rented  contrary  to  law.  Almost  invariably,  if  not  altogether,  even 
Roman  Catholic  janitors  look  after  these  buildings.  What  more 
is  necessary  to  make  these  Public  schools  Roman  Catholic  schools? 
Surely  nothing!  Notice  also  that  the  Sisters  even  refuse  to 
attend  a  non-sectarian  training  school,  they  refuse  point  blank 
to  attend  the  Truro  Normal  school  like  other  teachers.  This 
the  Government  has  acknowledged.  They  are  trained  at  Mt.  St. 
Vincent,  educated  by  the  Church — the  priests — examined  by  the 
Church — the  priests — and  are  granted  Normal  School  diplomas 
or  licenses  to  teach  in  the  Province  by  the  Government,  and  then 
they  teach  in  the  Public  (convent)  schools. 

What  more  is  necessary  to  prove  that  the  Church  of  Rome  hala 
special  privileges  in  Nova  Scotia?  What  more  is  necessary  to 
prove  that  the  dreaded  dual  system  exists  in  the  Province  by  the 
Sea?  Such  a  system  as  must  inevitably  lead  to  the  sacrifice  of 
important  issues.  The  efficiency  of  the  Public  school  must  be 
reduced  materially»  as  the  systems  are  competing  rather  than  co- 
operating, and  it  is  no  secret  \that  in  the  thought  of  the  hierarchy 
the  Public  school  is  the  enemy  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
From  this  viewpoint  it  is  only  natural  to  find  that  the  ecclesiastical 
system  gives  its  whole  strength  to  promoting  the  interests  of  its 
own  educational  system,  irrespective  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
Public  school;  and  all  this  manifest  injustice  is  planned,  fostered 
and  carried  out  by  a  Church  which  not  only  claims  moral  and 
spiritual  superiority,  but  moral  and  spiritual  supremacy,  claims  to 
be  the  only  true  guide  to  a  Godly  life. 

III.— WHAT  DOES  IT  MEAN  FINANCIALLY? 

Much  has  been  said  already  in  regard  to  the  financial  situation, 
particularly  in  regard  to  Halifax.  In  making  a  summary  of  the 
town  mentioned  above  (only),  we  conclude  that  appproximately 
$15,000  is  paid  in  rental  for  Roman  Catholic  buildings,  $10,000  for 
janitors,  $7,000  for  fuel,  $7,000  for  repairs,  furniture  and  its  repairs, 
cleaning,  etc. 

There  are  125  Sisters  teaching  in  the  Province  in  religious 
garb,  as  follows:  Antigonish,  14;  Cape  Breton,  46;  Digby,  7,  Hali- 
fax, 41;  Halifax  County,  1;  Inverness  South,  5;  Inverness  North, 
4 ;  Richmond,  3 ;  Argyle,  4.  The  Government  pays  directly  to  these 
teachers,  as  to  every  teacher,  a  grant  based  on  the  license  held, 
approximately  $14,000. 

The  School  Boards  of  the  various  places  mentioned  above  also 
pay  approximately  $75,000  to  these  Sisters;  or  nearly  $90,000  is 
paid  annually  from  School  Boards  and  the  Government  to  these 
Sisters  for  sectarian  purposes.  For  one  thing  is  absolutely  cer- 
tain, that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  ultimately  receives  this 
money.  It  is  understood  that  this  money,  or  a  large  part  of  it, 
goes  to  Mt.  St.  Vincent — the  alma  mater  of  these  Sisters.  If  so, 
then  public  money  is  used  first  to  teach  Roman  Catholic  children 
by  Roman  Catholic  Sisters,  and.  secondly,  to  educate  more  Roman 
Catholic  Sisters  to  teach  more  Roman  Catholic  children — and  as 
many  children  of  spineless  Protestants  as  they  can  snare. 

Approximately,  the  total  amount,  therefore,  paid  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  Nova  Scotia  annually  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  ($128,000). 

IV.— THE  GOVERNMENT'S  ATTITUDE. 

Realizing  the  wholesale  violation  of  the  school  law  of  Nora 
Scotia,  one  naturally  asks:  "What  is  the  attitude  of  the  Govem- 
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ment  in  regard  to  existing  conditions?  Does  the  Government 
condone  this  violation,  or  is  it  putting  forth  every  effort  to  enforce 
the  law?"  We  shall  see  by  reference  to  statements  made 

(1)  By  the  Superintendent  of  Education, 

(2)  By  the  Premier  of  the  Province. 

1.  The  North- West  Review  (R.C.)  of  Winnipeg  secured  from  A. 
H.  McKay,  Superintendent  of  Education  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  1913, 
remarkable  statements  regarding  educational  conditions  in  this 
Province  by  the  sea.  Here  is  what  the  North-West  Review  says: 
"Since  the  presentation  of  the  memorial  of  the  Catholic  rate- 
payers of  Winnipeg  to  the  Winnipeg  School  Board,  we  have  been 
asked  by  a  large  number  of  readers  for  particulars  with  regard  to 
the  working  of  the  Halifax  system.  Our  appeal  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Education  has  elicited  a  very  lucid  and  succinct  state- 
ment of  the  methods  employed  down  by  the  sea  to  harmonize  the 
conflicting  elements  and  give  general  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 
We  append  his  reply  to  our  request  for  information;  it  needs  no 
comment: 

"  'North-West  Review,  Winnipeg,  Man. 

"  'Dear  Sir:  I  have  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  18th  instant,  with 
newspaper  paragraphs,  and  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  copy 
of  the  Manual  of  School  Law  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 
There  is  not  a  word  in  the  statutes  referring  even  by  implication 
to  "Separate"  schools.  In  the  Regulations  of  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  Nos.  28  and  29  (pp.  105-106),  there  is  provision  for 
what  can  come  under  the  head  of  "devotional  exercises." 

"'With  reference  to  the  city  of  Halifax: 

"  '1. — All  the  schools  of  Halifax  are  conducted  under  the  one 
local  School  Board,  under  the  one  local  County  Inspector,  and  the 
one  Supervisor,  with  the  same  text  books,  and  making  the  same 
returns. 

"  *2. — The  schools  of  the  city  are  administered  by  one  School 
Board,  consisting  of  "Commissioners  for  Schools,"  as  distinguished 
from  trustees  in  school  sections  outside  cities  and  incorporate^ 
towns. 

"  '3. — The  Halifax  Board  consists  of  twelve  members,  six  of 
whom  are  appointed  by  the  City  Council  and  six  by  the  Provincial 
Government.  It  appears  to  be  an  unwritten  local  usuage  that  at 
least  two  of  each  set  of  appointments  be  Catholics — at  least  four 
Catholics  to  eight  others  on  the  Board. 

"  '4. — The  electorate  is  about  two-fifths  Catholic. 

"  '5. — Teachers  in  the  schoolhouses  owned  by  Catholics,  and  in 
the  new  schoolhouses  erected  by  the  School  Board  for  Catholic 
children,  are  always  nominated  only  by  the  Catholic  members  of 
the  Board,  but  all  appointments  are  made  by  the  whole  Board. 

"  '6. — The  old  Catholic  school  buildings  are  rented  by  the  Board 
so  long  as  they  can  be  kept  in  satisfactory  condition  for  school 
purposes. 

"  '7. — New  schoolhouses  for  Catholic  children  have  now  for  many  . 
years  been  built  by  the  Board. 

"  *8. — Catholics  and  others  are  entitled  to  attend  the  schools 
nearest  to  them,  so  that  Catholics  are  thus  generally  found  in 
nearly  all  the  other  schools,  while  many  non-Catholics  attend  the 
so-called  Catholic  schools. 

"  '9. — In  the  so-called  Catholic  schools,  the  use  of  the  robes  char- 
acteristic of  the  Order  to  which  the  teacher  belongs,  and  pictures 
distinctly  Catholic,  are  not  prohibited. 

"  '10. — In  the  so-called  Catholic  schools,  no  devotional  exercises 
are  allowed  during  school  hours.  These  services  are  permitted 
after  regular  school  hours  or  before  them. 

"  '11. — All  these  local  arrangements  (which  do  not  conflict  with 
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the  Education  Act  nor  with  the  regulations  of  the  Council  of 
Public  Instruction)  are  unwritten  but  distinctly  understood  'and 
loyally  observed  by  all  classes  of  citizens,  who,  instead  of  trying 
to  overreach  each  other,  endeavor  to  establish  a  reputation  for 
fairness. 

"  'While,  therefore,  we  have  none  of  the  disadvantages  of  a 
system  of  Separate  schools,  we  have  the  advantage  of  a  single 
Public  school  sy  stem,  with  the  local  elasticity  allowing  Catholics 
the  essential  advantages  of  a  separate  system  for  Catholics. 
"  'I  am  yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)    "  'A.  H.  McKay,  Supervisor  of  Education.'  " 

HOW  THE  l,AW  IS  VIOLATED. 

This  letter  is  a  huge  joke.  How  a  man  who  knows  conditions 
as  does  Mr.  McKay  can  make  such  assertions  is  a  mystery.  There 
is  only  one  possible  explanation:  He  has  become  so  accustomed  to 
the  flagrant  violation  of  the  Public  school  law  that  he  apparently 
has  no  idea  what  a  strange  position  he  places  himself  in  when 
he  says  "we  have  the  advantage  of  a  single  Public  school  system 
with  the  local  elasticity  allowing  Catholics  (not  Roman,  if  you 
please)  the  essential  advantages  of  a  Separate  school  system  for 
Catholics,"  while  in  this  same  letter  he  says:  "There  is  not  a 
word  in  the  statutes  referring,  even  by  implication,  to  Separate 
schools."  How  is  the  Superintendent  to  reconcile  these  two  state- 
ments? What  is  the  practical  difference  between  "Separate 
schools  and  "the  essential  advantages  of  a  separate  school 
system?"  v 

The  Superintendent  also  says :  "Teachers  in  schoolhouses  owned 
by  Catholics,  and  in  the  new  schoolhouses  erected  by  the  School 
Board  for  Catholic  children,  are  always  nominated  only  by  Catho- 
lic members  of  the  Board,  but  all  appointments  are  made  by  the 
whole  Board."  Nominated  by  Catholic  members  of  the  School 
Board!  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  act  on  their  own  initiative? 
Not  much!  Behind  it  all  is  the  parish  priest,  who  suggests  such 
appointments  as  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the  Church.  Exam- 
ples: Sydney  Mines,  North  Sydney,  Inverness. 

Again:  "The  old  Catholic  school  buildings  are  rented  by  the 
Board,  etc."  How  does  this  harmonize  with  School  Law,  page  105, 
which  says:  "School  trustees  have  power  to  rent  temporary 
school  rooms,  etc?"  Will  the  Superintendent  say  these  rooms 
rented  by  the  school  Board  are  "temporary  rooms?"  Hardly! 

Again:  "In  the  so-called  Catholic  schools,  the  use  of  robes  char- 
acteristic of  the  Order  to  which  the  teacher  belongs,  and  pictures 
distinctly  Catholic  are  not  prohibited?"  Why  not?  Do  these  not 
at  once  classify  these  schools  as  "sectarian  schools" — denomina- 
tional schools?  They  are  symbols  of  a  distinct  Church,  and 
therefore  contrary  to  School  Law,  page  104,  which  says:  "The 
law  does  not  sanction  the  teaching  in  our  Public  schools  of  the 
peculiar  views  which  characterize  the  different  denominations," 
etc.  If  this  religious  garb  and  these  symbols  on  walls  of  the 
room  are  not  intended  to  teach,  to  instruct,  to  inform,  to  direct 
,  the  mind  along  a  certain  religious  line,  then  what  in  the  name  of 
common  sense  are  they  there  for?  The  Church  of  Rome  knows 
why  they  are  there,  and  is  determined  to  keep  them  there;  and 
so  does  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  and  he  knows  it  as 
well  as  any  man  in  Nova  Scotia. 

ROME  ALWAYS  UNFAIR. 

One  final  comment  on  this  letter:  Mr.  McKay  says:  "These 
local  arrangements  (which  do  not  conflict  with  the  Education  Act) 
...  are  loyally  observed  by  all  classes  of  citizens  who,  instead 
of  trying  to  overreach  each  other,  gndeavor  to  establish  a  reputa- 
tion for  fairness."  Can  the  Superintendent- not  realize  that  there 
is  no  fairness  in  Rome's  manipulation  of  the  school  affairs  m 
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Nova  Scotia?  All  examples  given  above  are  proof  of  this.  Rome 
does  not  work  on  the  principle  of  fairness,  and  history,  the  great- 
est dictator  of  all,  will  verify  this  statement  whether  in  regard  to 
schools  or  anything  else.  This  the  Superintendent  of  Education, 
as  an  educated  pan  and  as  a  good  Presbyterian,  knows;  and  yet 
he — the  Superintendent  of  Education — ^not  an  ordinary  servant  of 
the  Government,  be  it  noted,  has  the  audacity  to  say  that  these 
local  arrangements  do  not  conflict  w^ith  the' Education  Act.  Can't 
you  see  the  pl-overbial  red  herring?  Can't  you  see  a  little  pander- 
ing to  Rome?  Can't  you  see  that  he,  an  officer  of  the  law,  has 
violated  the  law  himself — 'that  he  has  betrayed  his  position  of 
trust?  That  instead  of  "enforcing  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and 
the  regulations  of  the  Council,"  he  has  deliberately  allowed  them 
to  be  violated  under  the  principle  of  "local  elasticity,"  or,  in  other 
words,  "local  Roman  Catholic  influence,"  for  no  other  Churches 
are  concerneed.  And  in  this  servile  attitude  he  is  upheld  by  the 
Government,  as  we  shall  now  see. 

THE  PREMIER'S  ATTITUDE. 

2.-— The  Premier  of  the  Province.  The  Grand  Orange  Lodge  of 
Nova  Scotia,  realizing  the  need  for  action  in  regard  to  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  school  law,  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the 
Government,  and  to  protest  against  the  illegality  of  foisting  sep- 
arate schools  on  the  ratepayers,  and  to  demand  a  discontinuance 
of  the  practice.    In  addition  to  this,  they  demanded: 

1.  — The  resignation  of  the  present  Superintendent  of  Education, 
who,  by  his  gross  favoritism  of  the  Roman  Catholic  element  in 
school  matters,  has  betrayed  his  position  as  the  impartial  head 
of  the  educational  system  of  the  Province. 

2.  — The  appointment  of  a  Minister  of  Education,  who  should  be 
directly  responsible  to  the  Government  and  the  people,  thus  assur- 
ing the  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  House  of  an  official  who 
could  be  publicly  asked  for  an  explanation  of  his  conduct  con- 
cerning matters  educational  in  the  Province. 

3.  — That  members  of  School  Boards  and  school  commissioners 
in  incorporated  towns  should  be  elected  by  the  people  qualified  to 
vote.  In  other  words,  that  School  Boards  should  be  elective 
bodies. 

The  result  o.f  the  interview  was  to  draw  a  blank  on  every  sug- 
gestion proposed,  except  that  referring  to  the  Minister  of 
Education. 

The  Superintendent  of  Education  defended  his  position,  and  his 
pro-Roman  Catholic  utterances  were  upheld  by  the  Premier,  who 
said  he  was  the  Minister  of  Education  and  directly  responsible, 
but  that  matters  of  detail  in  connection  with  carrying  out  of  his 
desires  for  the  furtherance  of  education  was  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Education.  Thus  the  Premier  accepted  the 
full  responsibility  for  the  present  intolerable  condition. 

Not  only  was  the  Premier  present,  but  the  heads  of  the  various 
departments  of  the  Government,  as  well  as  Supervisor  McKay  of 
Halifax,  and  all  acquiesced  in  what  the  Premier  said.  Nothing 
was  promised.  The  Government,  knowing  that  the  spirit  and  in- 
tent of  the  school  law  was  openly  violated,  would  not  take  a  stand 
against  such  violation.  Why  such  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? Why  such  apparent  indifference  all  along  the  line  from 
the  Government,  Superintendents,  Supervisors,  Inspectors,  Com- 
missioners and  Trustees?  Why  do  those  who  make  the  law,  and 
those  appointed  to  carry  out  the  same,  violate  the  law  them- 
selves? There  must  be  some  strong  motive  behind  it  all.  There 
seems  to  be  only  one  explanation  for  this  general  laxity — the 
influence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church — the  solid  Roman  Catho- 
lic vote  which  we  hear  so  much  about  and  which  as  a  club  is  con- 
stantly held  over  the  head  of  politicians. 
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THE  REMEDY  FOR  SCHOOL  ABUSES 

LIES  IN  CONTROL  BY  RATEPAYERS. 

One  of  the  remarkable  things  about  the  educational  abuses  is 
that  so  many  peofple  are  not  aware  of  it.  They  have  no  idea  that  such 
conditions  exist  in  their  very  midst.  This  is  largely  accounted  for  by 
the  fa>ct  that  it  is  seldom  reiferred  to  in  the  press  or  official  doou- 
ments.  And  the  reason  is  obvious:  An  editor,  for  example,  might 
lose  a  subscriber  if  he  diared  s-ay  anything  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  iRome,  and,  thinking  more  of  the  dollars  than  of  the 
principle  involved,  the  public  remain  in  ignorance.  We  need  a 
few  more  men  like  a  certain  editor  of  a  Western  paper  who 
was  warned  several  times  by  the  local  priest  personally  not  to 
say  anything  against  the  'Church  as  he  had  done  in  some  cases. 
The  editor,  still  transgressing,  received  a  letter  from  the  priest 
statiing  he  would  boycott  the  paper.  This  the  editor  published, 
and  his  soiibscription  list  iacreased  as  a  result  of  the  pulblication. 

iBut,  generaJlly  speaking,  a  free  press  is  omt  of  t)he  question 
to-day.  Papers  are  silent  in  regard  to  .Rome's  aggressions.  The 
Papaoy  is  certainly  the  enemy  of  the  free  press.  That  enmity 
began  not  yesterday,  Ibut  started  with  the  art  of  printing.  See, 
for  example,  Leo  X.  in  the  Council  of  iLateran,  iSession  X.,  regard- 
ing the  printing  of  books; 

"tLest  that  which  has  been  wholesomely  invented  unto 
the  gtlory  of  God  and  the  increase  of  the  faith  and  the 
propagation  of  the  liberal  arts,  be  converted  unto  the  con- 
trary effect  and  bring  forth  detrimemt  to  the  salvation 
of  the  faithful  of  Christ,  we  deemed  it  right  that  our 
solicitude  should  be  exercised  concerning  the  printing  of 
ihooks,  lest  in  future  thorns  grow  up  along  with  the  good 
seed,  or  poisons  be  mixed  with  the  medicines.  Wishing, 
therefore,  to  provide  an  opportune  remedy  for  these,  with 
the  approlbation  of  this  sacred  Council,  that  the  business 
of  the  printing  of  such  books  may  succeed  with  the  greater 
prosperity,  in  proportion  as  a  more  close  search  may  'be 
employed  with  greater  diligence  and  caution,  we  decree 
and  ordain  that  henceforward,  in  the  time  to  come,  no  one 
shall  presume  to  print,  or  cause  to  he  printed,  any  book 
or  any  writing  soever,  as  well  in  our  city  as  in  other 
cities  and  dioceses  soever,  unless  such  books  or  writings 
be  first  careifully  examined  in  the  city  'by  our  vicar  and 
the  master  of  the  sacred  palace,  but  in  other  iS'tates  and 
dioceses  hy  the  Bishops  or  some  other  person  to  be 
deputed  for  that  purpose  by  the  same  Bishop  and  'by  the 
inquisitor  of  heretical  depravity  in  the  State  or  diocese  in 
which  the  printing  of  such  ibooks  might  take  place,  and  'be 
approved  iby  their  suibscription  with  their  own  hand  to  be 
affixed  in  all  cases,  lest  Iby  taking  an  easy  cut  a  heavy- 
loss  be  sustained.  As  an  inscription  ought  legitimately  tp 
precede  an  accusation,  so  also  ought  a  charitaJble  admoni- 
tion to  precede  a  denunciation  and  a  clamorous  insinu- 
aition  an  inquisition,  siuch  check  being  always  employed, 
that  according  to  the  form  of  trial  the  form  of  the  sen- 
tence also  to  ibe  worded." — ^Buckley,  page  313. 
No  man  connected  with  the  press  is  free  from  interference  by 
the  Roman  lOatholic  prelacy.  Hence  lack  of  information.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  supporting  all  papers  "bold  enough  to  stand  by 
principle,  such  as  The  Sentinel,  whose  editor  gives  facts  regard- 
ing (Rome's  encroachments  without  fear  or  favor,  yet  in  a  gentle- 
manly manner. 

Then,  again,  people  are  ignorant  because  of  ladk  of  information 
in  official  documents.   The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
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tion  for  year  ending  31st  July,  1914,  for  example,  would  not  give 
the  reader  any  idea  of  existing  conditions.  Even  in  the  Inspectors' 
reports  there  is  no  word  to  indicate  Separate  schools  exist — not 
even  in  Halifax.  There  is  no  word  to  indicate  sectarian  teachers. 
One  might  read  it  through  from  first  page  to  last  and  be  no  wiser 
in  regard  to  real  conditions  in  Nova  Scotia.  The  word  "Sister," 
whd'Oh  is  foiuad  in  the  "Journal  of  Education,"  issued  by  the 
Government,  is  not  mentioned  in  this  report.  In  the  report  of 
the  'Comimissioners  of  Halifax  the  only  indication  that  sectarian- 
ism exists  is  the  word  ".Sister."  One  would  never  know,  in  read- 
ing over  the  report  of  1913,  page  140,  that  four  of  the  schools 
owned  iby  the  Board  were  built  for  the  Roman  Church,  namely: 
Oxford,  St.  Joseph's,  St.  (Patrick's,  Girls'  High,  and  Youn.g  Street. 
Nor  would  anyone  know,  in  looking  over  the  list  of  buildings 
rented  'by  the  Board,  that  they  were  rented  from  the  Roman 
Church.  There  seems  to  be  a  deliberate  attempt  to  conceal  any 
information  which  would  lead  to  inquiry  and  possible  disturbance. 
Is  it  any  wonder,  therefore,  that  ignorance  exists  and  that  the 
first  remedy — the  first  thing  necessary — is  that  people  should  be 
informed  of  the  real  situation,  and  ibeing  thus  informed,  will  wisely 
decide  their  future  actions?  iBut,  perhaps,  "ignorance  is  bliss, 
'tis  folly  to  be  wise." 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  BOARDS  SHOULD  BE 

ELECTED  BY  BALLOT  BY  THE  PEOPLE. 

The  rule  that  exists  in  many  towns  that  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  'Government  and  'by  the  Council  should 
be  a  Roman  iCathoLic  and  one  a  OProtestant  is  not  conducive  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community.  iSureily  in  a  Province  where  a 
common  school  system  exists  the  religious  idea  should  not  ibe 
aocentuated  in  the  selection  of  puiblic  officers.  (Men  ought  not  to 
be  selected  because  of  their  religious  preference  ibut  rather  be- 
cause of  their  fitness  to  occupy  smch  positions.  iSectarianism, 
instead  of  being  kept  before  the  people,  should  'be  6bliterated. 
Such  is  not  the  case  at  present. 

Again:  Under  Present  Conditions  the  partizan  spirit  is  main- 
tained,  as,  of  coiurse,  the  GoverrLment  appoints  as  its  representa- 
tives its  own  satellites,  who  may  or  may  not  'be  the  best  men 
procuralble.  INevertheless,  the  party  spirit  is  there.  And  surely 
party  politics  should  not  'be  considered  in  appointments  ito  School 
Boards. 

In  the  third  place,  the  present  system  is  not  representative. 

In  a  democratic  country  resipoasible  and  representative  govern- 
ment is  olbtained  only  Iby  the  direct  election  of  the  iBoard  by  popu- 
lar vote.  This  is  the  practice  in  lOntario  and  in  other  Provinces. 
Of  course,  oocasiomally  the  wrong  man  may  get  into  oMce.  That 
happens  under  any  system,  but  by  direct  representation  you  create 
the  sense  of  responsibility  and  you  bring  the  electorate  closer  to 
educational  work  and  secure  more  interest  in  schooil  affairs — ^^that 
which  is  much  needed  to-day  in  Nova  iScotia  generally. 
..^  This  is  the  important  remedy.  The  public  may  'be  well  in- 
fomlfed,  the  School  Commissioners  may  be  the  beat  men  obtain- 
able, ibut  this  would  make  no  difference  to  condi^ons  in  such 
towns,  for  instance,  as  New  Waterford.  No  amplification  of  this 
statement  is  necessary.  The  help  must  come  from  the  outside — 
from  the  Government.  In  other  words,  the  Government  is  respoa- 
si'ble  for  the  enforcement  of  the  present  excellent  school  law.  The 
Government  miachinery  must  be  put  into  active  operation,  from  the 
Premier  down  to  the  School  Boards.  But  the  Government  is 
inactive,  as  has  ibeen  shown.  The  ISuperintendent  of  Education 
has  proved  a  failure,  as  far  as  law  enforcement  is  concerned,  and 
condones  present  conditions.    Apparently  we  loofe  in  vain  for  a 
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remedy  along  this  line  at  the  present  time,  and  this  brings  me 
to  my  fourth  remedy. 

PROTESTANTS  MUST  ORGANIZE  TO 

PROTECT  THE  INTERESTS  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

If  the  present  Government  will  not  eaforce  the  school  law  be- 
cause of  Roman  Catholic  influence — ^because  of  the  solid  Roman 
Catholic  vote — then  the  only  remedy  is  to  show  that  they  must 
enforce  the  law  because  of  the  soMd  Protestant  vote.  And  if  en- 
force<ment  of  law  will  not  entirely  do  away  with  sectarianism,  then 
amendments  to  the  present  law  must  be  made. 

The  Protestant  voters  of  Nova  Scotia  are  beginning  to  realize 
the  necessity  of  this  sitep.  Many  have,  and  are  identifying  them- 
selves with  the  only  organization,  working  along  this  line  in  the 
Province — the  Orange  Association.  The  Pres;byterian  Church, 
numerically  and  influentially  sttrong  in  iNova  Scotia,  is  awake  to 
school  conditions  as  never  before.  At  the  'Synod  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  last  year,  and  again  this  year  at  St.  John,  resolutions 
were  passed  and  action  itaken  along  this  line,  as  the  following 
resolutions  of  last  year  will  show:  "The  Synod  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada  views  with  ,great 
concern  the  encroachments  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  upon 
the  free  common  school  systems  of  these  three  provinces,  whereiby 
the  spirit  and  intent  of  our  Public  School  Acts  are  contravened 
and  a  grave  danger  to  our  pu'blic  life  threatened. 

"The  Synod  earnestly  protests  against  the  policy  prevalent  in 
the  indusitrial  centres  of  Cape  Breton,  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 
and  also  at  certain  points  in  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward 
Island,  of  renting  school  buildings  from  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  of  permitting  the  oise  of  sectarian  religious  symibols  and 
ecclesiastical  garib  itherein,  of  the  segregation  of  Roman  Catholic 
children  and  teachers  in  these  buildings,  and  of  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  or  other  expenses  of  these  schools  out  of  the  municipal 
and  Provincial  treasury. 

"The  iSynod  calls  the  attention  of  the  Superintendent  of  Edu- 
cation for  the  Provinces,  and  the  'Grovernments  whose  servants 
they  are,  to  this  manifest  transgression  of  the  common  school 
laws  of  these  Provinces,  and  earnestly  requests  that  measures  be 
at  once  taken  to  put  an  end  to  the  iniquity  by  enforcing  the  Public 
School  laws  of  the  Provinces. 

"The  Synod  also  calls  upon  its  ministers  and  elders,  and  all 
others  connected  with  the  Presbyterian  iChureh  within  the  bounds 
of  the  iSynod,  to  guard  well  the  educational  interests  of  these 
Provinces,  to  exercise  a  wise  and  courageous  vigilance  in  the  mat- 
ter, and  to  resist  strenuously  any  attempt  to  grant  unjust  dis- 
crimination or  special  privileges  in  favor  of  any  sect  or  class. 
The  Synod  hereby  instructs  the  clerk  to  send  a  copy  of  this  reso- 
lution to  the  Governments  and  to  the  Superintendents  of  the  three 
Provinces." 

At  the  Synod  of  Maritime  Provinces  which  met  at  St.  John. 
N.B..  in  Oct.,  1915,  and  after  Principal  MacKinnon  submitted  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Education,  it  was  moved  by 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  H.  Smith,  seconded  by  Dr.  Fullerton,  and  supported 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Hamilton,  that 

"The  Synod  views  with  concern  the  aggressive  campaign 
which  is  undermining  the  system  of  free  Public  Schools  and  In- 
structs its  committee  on  Public  Education  to  prepare  a  statement 
of  actual  conditions  for  publication  to  be  issued  at  the  earliest 
opportunity." 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously.  The  committee  is  now 
at  work.  When  the  report  is  published  we  may  look  for  some  sur- 
prising information  in  regard  to  abuses  of  the  school  law,  not 
only  in  Nova  Scotia  but  in  regard  to  Roman  encroachments  upon 


30 


T 

school  laws  of  riow  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island  as 
well.  One  thing  is  (  ertain;  the  Synod  of  the  Maritime  Provinces 
is'  alive^ — on  the  alert — ^and  judging  from  the  determination  ex- 
pressed in  the  abovt  resolution,  aggressive  action  will  be  taken 
by  this  strong  body  of  men,  the  influence  of  which  upon  public 
sentiment  cannot  be  jstimated. 

PRESBYTERIAN  SYNOD  IS  PREPARING 

A  CASE  FOR  PUBLICATION  SHORTLY, 

This  stand  taken  by  the  Presibyteriian  iChurch  will  be  strength- 
ened, no  doulbt,  'by  the  other  Protestant  Churches  falling  in  line. 
Siuch  organization  and  determination  on  the  part  of  Protestant 
citizens  will  inevitably  lead  to  one  of  two  results:  either  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  by  ^he  present  Government,  or  the  down- 
fall of  the  present  G-overnment.  The  Protestants  of  Nova 
Scotia  will  not  tolerate  present  conditions  much  longer,  any  more 
^han  the  Protestant  people  of  Manitoba  tolerated  the  Roblin  Gov- 
-nment,  which  likewise  had  pandered  to  Rome.  The  Grand  Orange 
^dge  insisted  that  the  famous  ColdwelL  amendments  should  ibe 
^aled,  ibut  Roblin  refused  to  rescind  them.  We  all  know  the 
at  the  next  election,  and  it  should  be  a  warning  to  any 
jrnment,  Liberal  or  Conservative,  which  so  far  forgets  its 
jations  as  to  give  special  privileges  to  any  church  or  organiza- 
Two  editorials  from  two  Calgary  dailies,  the  day  after  the 
Initolba  elections,  are  Very  much  to  the  point,  and  are  worth 
loting  here. 

'There  is  but  one  explanation  of  the  result — it  does  not  do 
trifle  with  the  'little  red  schoolhouse'  in  the  Province  of  Man!- 
toba.  That  same  'sohoolhouse'  drove  the  Dominion  Conservative 
party  out  of  power  in  1896,  and  it  almost  finished  the  Roblin  Gov- 
ernment yesterday.  For  it  was  the  Orange  vote  which  nearly 
brought  disaster  to  Premier  Roblin,  coupled  with  a  rather  arro- 
gant spirit  which  has  been  resented  by  a  large  number  of  people, 
and  especially  the  Orangemen  of  Manitoba,  of  whom  there  are 
a  large  number." — ^Calgary  Herald,  July  11,  1914. 

"It  is  doubtful  if  the  'Banish-thet^Bar'  issue  had  any  effect  on 
the  result  in  Manitoba  yesterday.  The  deciding  issue  appears  to 
have  been  the  school  question,  as  embodied  in  the  Coldwell  amend- 
ments, and  it  is  noteworthy  that  wherever  the  Orange  vote  was 
strong  the  Liberal  candidate  won." — ^Calgary  News-Telegram,  July 
11,  1914. 

WHAT  HAPPENED  IN  MANITOBA 

MAY  OCCUR  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA  ALSO. 

This  election  was  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  the  Roblin  G'ov- 
ment.  (Mr.  Norris,  the  Opposition  .leader,  promised,  if  elected, 
:iPE^?l  the  /Joldwell  amendments  and  give  the  people  one  school, 
one  language  and  a  compulsory  education.  This  he  has  recently 
done.  He  has  been  'found  faithful.  This  recent  history  in  Mani- 
toba should  have  a  wholesome  effect  oipon  some  other  govern- 
ments in  Canada.  It  should  ibe  a  warning  to  lOanadian  politicians 
generally — iLiberal  and  ConservaJtive — for  both  have  yielded  to 
Roman  Catholic  influence,  and  both  invariably  have  repented  in 
sackcloth  'and  ashes  for  such  yielding.  It  has  never  ibeen,  nor 
ever  will  Ibe,  la  paying  game.  This  history  of  Canada  is  ample 
proof  of  this. 

But  why  do  governmenits  if  all  under  this  influence?  It  is  due 
chiefly  to  the  fact  that,  to  a  large  extent,  the  Protestant  elector- 
ate, not  having  any  denominational  interest  in  the  elections  or 
issues  of  party  politics,  have  refused  to  recognize  sectarian  lines, 
^while  the  Roman  Catholic  electors  have  ignored  party  lines  when 
^ny  interest  of  the  Church  was  involved,  and  stood  foi:^  sectarian 
sues.  Thi^  has,  of  course,  not  been  an  issue  in  the  public 
'ty  ipilatform,  and  for  that  reason  has  not  'bee^ 
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nized  by  many  electors,  bmt  all  familiar  with  the  methods 
Roiman  Catholic  Church  and  the  advice  igivec  to  the  faithful  con- 
•  cerning  their  vote,  will  not  require  any  additional  ©vidence  to 

convince  them  that  church  always  comes  befcj-e  any  political  party, 
and  the  votes  are  directed  accordingly,  at  least  as  far  as  the 
Church  can  control  the  votes. 

Thus,  when  the  well-known  'purpose  and  methods  of  the  hier- 
archy, Ibaoked  up  by  the  votes  of  their  people,  are  brought  to  bear 
upon  politicians,  who  are  no  'better  or  worse  than  the  electorate 
they  reifreseut,  but  who  are  eager  to  hold  the  seat  of  power,  or 
to  win  that  seat,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  the  fundamental  principles 
of  good  government  are  violated  and  lower  iprinciples  adopted  as 
a  working  hasis.  It  is  also  easy  to  see  how  the  law  guaranteeing 
free  nou-sectarian  schools  should  be  made  the  abject  of  attack,  and 
how,  in  order  to  win  or  retain  the  'favor  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  their  wishes  would  be  consulted  or  granted,  little  iby  little. 

Realizing  this,  let  every  Protestant  clergyman,  in  the  pulpi 
and  among  his  people,  emphasize  the  necessity  of  organizatio~ 
Let  him,  and  every  Protestant  and  friend  of  the  public  sch 
make  it  a  personal  matter  and  take  a  "Protestant"  interest  i*- 
elections,  pledging  every  candidate  to  the  principle  of  law  enf^ 
ment  of  pu'blic  siohool  systeim,  and  supporting  no  candidate  ^ 
will  not  so  ipledge  himself,  either  (Liberal  or  Conservative. 

THE  PROTESTANT  PULPIT  HAS  A 

RESPONSIBILITY  THAT  CANNOT  BE  EVADE 

(Let  every  organ  of  puiblic  opinion  in  the  Province,  irrespective 
of  iparty,  which  believes  in  the  one  school,  voice  the  sentiments 
of  the  Protestant  electorate.  There  are  some  papers  in  Nova 
Scotia  which  might  do  this;  there  are  others  which  assuredly  will 
not,  ibeing  already  throttled  by  Rome.  A  few  pampers  like  the  ;Mani 
toba  Free  Press,  which  has  rendered  such  good  service  to  iPremier 
Norris  in  his  advocacy  of  the  one-'schoolK)ne-language  idea,  would 
be  of  invaluable  service  in  Nova  Scotia.  Here  is  a  description 
of  the  spirit  which  it  believes  should  prevail  in  a  public  school: 

"The  Free*  Press  believes  profoundly  that  there  should  be  a 
religious  atmosphere  in  every  public  school  in  Canada.  There 
should  be  a  religious  purpose  in  the  heart  and  hand  of  every  pub- 
lic school  teaoher  in  Canada.  All  the  wor<k  of  ithe  school  and  the 
teaching  of  every  su'bject  in  the  curriculum  should  be  done  in 
a  religious  spirit.  The  whole  ipoint  is  that  this  religion  should  be 
intrinsically  in  the  teacher,  in  the  trustee,  in  the  inspector,  and 
in  the  whole  public  school  system.  Bcclesiasticisim  demands  that 
it  should  be  in  the  teacher's  dress,  over  the  front  door,  on  the 
walls  of  the  school,  and  elsewhere  externally. 

'^Religion,  however,  is  n»t  external  ibut  internai  ,  It  is  odp'/ 
view  of  life,  of  one's  relations  to  one's  fellows  and  to  the  univei'i  o-* 
The  highest  religion  is  the  highest  and  noblest  conception  of 
existence  possible.  The  essence  of  religion  is  unity  and  har- 
mony; the  essence  of  ecclesiasticism  is  sectionalism  and  strife." 

This  is  exactly  the  intention  of  the  iNova  iScotia  school  law. 
It  was  to  be  non-denominatfonal  but  not  Irreligious.  This  kind  of 
sichool,  however,  is  not  satisfactory  to  Rome,  as  evidenced  'by 
the  various  examples  given  above.  (Nothing  short  of  sectarianism 
will  satisfy  this  Church.  If,  then,  Rome  is  determined  to  have 
Separate  schools,  let  her  come  put  in  the  open  and  demand  them 
by  law.  That  would,  at  least,  ibe  honest.  Let  this  be  an  election 
issue,  if  necessary.  Let  the  people  decide  the  question.  If  there 
is  to  !be  a  dual  system,  well  and  good;  if  there  is  to  be  a  public 
school  system  as  at  present,  let  it  ibe  a  public  school  system — 
nothing  else;  and  let  every  friend  of  this  system  consider  it  a 
patriotic  duty,  a  national  resiponsibility,  to  resist  in  leyery  wa 
pos^jWe  the  obnoxious  condition  that  prevails  in  Not  a.  Scotia 
ttLf^jhszit  time. 
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